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SERMON XXXV.' 

BEHOLD, WE GO UP TO JERUSALEM. 
<< Behold, we go up to Jerufalem.** — S. Luke xviii. 31. 

I HAVE read of a celebrated Spanifli Preacher, 
who, for thirty-feven confecutive years, preached 
from this text on Quinquagefima Sunday. As 
he was preparing his thirty-eighth fermon on the 
fame fubje£l, and from the fame paJTage, it was 
his lot to be called to minifter to a man ftricken 
with the plague. From him he took the difeafe ; 
and on this very Sunday he cheerfully gave up 
his foul to God with thofe very words on his 
lips, " Behold, we go up to Jerufalem." Happy 
Jerufalem, thus, fo long fpoken about, to be 
indeed won ! Happy Vifion of Peace, after fo 
many years of war, to be indeed enjoyed ! 

No text, my Sifters, can better fuit the day ; 
can better remind us of that moft holy and yet 
moft forrowftil feafon to the verge of which we 

1 Preached in the Morning of Qjunquagefima Sunday, 1S58. 

Y 
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have come. It removes our eyes and thoughts 
far, far beyond the Forty Days themfelves, with 
their penitence and their work ; beyond the 
repentance and the anxious prayers ; beyond 
the felf-denial and the mortification -y and it tells 
us, not how we go up, but whither we go up. 
Well fuch a journey, if fuch an end. Well 
'' ye fhall be forrowful," if, " but your forrow 
fhall be turned into joy." 

^^ Behold :" and that word has its fpecial 
emphafis here. Here, as a houfe, everything 
marks to yourfelves and to others, that the 
Great Faft is being entered on. But it is a dan- 
gerous, although an inevitable, word for you. 
Others will look at you, others will watch you ; 
you are the city fet upon an hill. And you know 
the danger of all this. Infinite difhonour would 
you bring on Him Whom you defire to honour, 
infinite difgrace on that Faith which to you is 
dearer than the life itfelf, if you give occafion, 
as S. Paul fpeaks, to them that defire occafion, 
to fpeak ill of you. Brought into contaft with 
others, brought out into the eye of the world as 
you neceflarily are, oh ! what need that you 
fhould always, every day and every hour cry out, 
" Oh ! hold Thou up my goings in Thy paths, 
that my footfteps flip not !" One of you now 
at work at a diftance from us, and watched, no 
doubt ; one of you nightly undertaking a talk. 
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well pleafing, I know, to Him That ate with 
publicans and finners, but requiring fingular wif- 
dom as well as zeal to the carrying it on ; one of 
you expe£ting her call almoft daily to her con- 
teft with an evil world, far away from the reft j 
two of you preparing yourfelves this Lent for a 
yet heavier and more important tafk ; on two of 
you, the whole refponfibility, the whole temporal 
and eternal welfare of fo many little ones, repof- 
ing ; and ftill further on one of you the whole 
external welfare of this Houfe bearing with all its 
weight ; — O my Sifters, what various graces, 
what endlefs abundance of grace do you need, if 
you are to do the work of true Sifters, if you are 
to keep clofe to Him Who in His own perfon 
wrought every work of mercy ! This is a 
" Behold '* indeed ! You cannot prevent others 
turning their eyes towards you j then your eyes 
muft always be fixed on, muft never for one 
moment be taken off, the Source of all Grace, 9II 
Wifdom, all Purity. Look away from Him for 
a moment, and you fall ; continue to look away 
from Him, and you perifh. 

'' Behold, we go up to Jerufalem." And 
that, on your lips, muft be a very loving we. 
We, who have pledged ourfelves by the deareft, 
by the clofeft of all ties to our Lord, we, among 
whom He comes daily, giving us the Bread of 
Heaven, and the Wine that maketh glad the 
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heart of man, we who are fet as a feal upon His 
heart, as a feal on His arm, we who have refblved 
to forfake all and to follow Him, " Behold, we 
go up to Jerufalem." Others may refufe this 
moft gentle, moft loving King, if they will ; others 
if they will, may fend a meflenger and fay, " We 
will not have This Man to reign over us ;" we, 
though fo utterly unworthy, we, though fo often 
fainting and vacillating, we have taken up this 
Crofs, and the heavier we find it, we will grafp it 
the more tightly : we have fet forth on this road, 
and the rougher it becomes, we will tread it the 
more refolutely : " We go up to Jerulalem." I 
know, deareft Sifters, they are the words of your 
very hearts, I know that you are determined to 
prefs forward on that road, whether it be eafier 
or more difficult, pleafanter, or more contrary, to 
flefh and blood. Well ! and here we are come 
to one of its hardeft and fteepeft paffes : fome* 
thing like that by which Jonathan went up to 
attack the hoft of the Philiftines, a fteep rock on 
this fide, a fteep rock on that : only the names 
of our rocks are Prayer and Fafting. But, fliall 
we receive good at the hand of the Lord, and 
fhall we not receive evil ? Your dear Lord's 
Life on earth was one long Lent, a Lent, un- 
broken by any feftival : a Lent waxing gloomier 
and fadder till its faddeft conclufion. You have 
not now to make up your minds that you will 
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tread in His fteps. That refolution has long 
Ance been taken. Do it then as bravely, do it 
as cheerfully, do it as lovingly as you can ! 

" We go up." Often and often I have pointed 
out that word up : never more up-hill work than 
now. But let this afcending be like other 
mountain afcents, by regular ftages. I could tell 
each of you certain things which you would be 
truer Sifters if you did regularly and conftantly, 
or overcame regularly and conftantly, things over 
which you have not as yet the full power, things 
which you fometimes, it is true, try at, but fome- 
times content yourfelf without any real effort 
about. Not neceflarily great things in them- 
felves : but if they are difficult to you, and you 
ought to do them, then they are great to you. 
Speaking to you all, I think of each : I could fix 
the thing which I wifli that each of you would 
thoroughly have conquered before this Lent draws 
to a clofe. True : you muft watch and ftruggle 
every hour againft your temptations and difficul- 
ties ; their name is Legion, for they are many : 
but the true Chriftian way of conqueft is to aim 
at one above the reft, whatever that is that is 
moft prominent, whatever that is that is hardeft, 
and having maftered that, turn to the next with 
the fame refolution, and fo on : ftill going forth 
in the Name of the Lord God, making mention 
of His righteoufnefs only. Think what I have 
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fpoken to each of you about, as that thing which 
you ought to try and pray moft earneftly for: 
your confcience will bear me witnefs, dear Sif- 
ters, that I have told you, that I have afked you, 
that I have befought you as you love that dear 
Lord, as you would not be faithlefs to your own 
profeffion, as you value thofe bleiTed and eternal 
years which you hope to fpend with Him, to do, 
one of you, this, one of you, that, but all, fome- 
thing. When I have warned you, when I have 
prayed with you, when I have prayed for you, 
my power ftops. For all beyond that, **ceafe 
ye from man, whofe breath is in his noftrils, for 
wherein is he to be accounted of?" 

But {hall I not, dear Sifters^ in ofFering up for 
you the Great Sacrifice which the Church daily 
offers on its many Altars from the rifing up of 
the Sun unto the going down of the fame, (hall 
I not pray for you fomehow in this manner to 
Him Who offers and is offered. Who is Priefl 
and Viftim ? " Thou, O Lord Jesus, That 
knowefl the hearts of all men, feeft of each of 
thefe Thy dear children what they mofl need to 
bring them forward in the road to Thee. I have 
fpoken to them in my own imperfeft words, with 
my own poor power. Now do Thou Thyfelf, 
Who fpeakefl and it is done. Who commandefl, 
and it cometh to pafs, fpeak to them Thyfelf! 
I have prayed for them, I have prayed with 
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them : now, now, O Thou Great and One In- 
terceflbr, plead for them at the Throne of the 
Father ! They are feeking to follow Thy 
Paffion; let that Paffion be their ftrength and 
their fhield ! They are endeavouring to bear 
Thy Crofs j let virtue go forth out of that moft 
precious Wood, and heal and comfort them ! 
Unite every little aft of felf-denial they fhall 
perform in this Lent, with the infinite merits of 
Thine own Lent ! Unite every little effort they 
(hall make, with that. Thine own laft effort, 
when Thou didft carry the Crofs up the Hill of 
Calvary ! — ^Thou, Thyfelf, the light and joy of 
the Heavenly Jerufalem, confirm and ftrengthen 
their refolution, accept their offering, eftabliOi 
their vow. Behold, we go up to Jerufalem !" 

So, or to the fame effeft, I (hall pray, I have 
prayed for you, my Siflers : knowing that I am 
afking that which is in accordance with the will 
of God. And to you I fay, what S. Bernard in 
his time faid to thofe reclufes : '^ And yet you 
feel (as it were) a (hrinking fi-om the Forty 
Days of this Lent. You would that the Fafl: 
were over, and the Pafchal joy but now begun. 
Be not one whit difcouraged : the Lord of 
Eafler Himfelf fhrank from His Paffion. Nay, 
rather, if you had not this natural repugnance to 
the feafon, how fhould your faith and patience 
fhow its work ? If the waters of Marah be not 
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bitter, how fhall Mofes prove his power, and the 
Tree her virtue ? Tell me, if you will, that you 
(hrink from the Great Faft : I marvel not, I 
blame not, I would fcarcely have it otherwife. 
But tell me this alfo : that if the Lord goes into 
the wildernefs, there alfo are you determined to 
go with Him. How, O Bride of Christ, fhalt 
thou hereafter come up from the wildernefs, 
leaning on thy Beloved, unlefs to the Beloved 
thou haft already gone down thither ? Acknow- 
ledge thy privilege : it is to be with Him when 
the world is hi ofF, when He hungers and 
thirfts for thy fake : to minifter to Him when 
earthly hands are hx away, when the world has 
nothing but her wild beafts with which to fur- 
round Him. O marvel of love ! that in the 
hour of His weaknefs He fhould deign to have 
thee the beholder, the companion, ay, and the 
confoler of His infirmity !" 

*' Behold, we go up to Jerufalem." I have 
often feen in Portugal, a little pilgrimage chapel 
fet on the very top of a precipitous mountain, 
vifible far and near to the whole country round, 
and a pilgrimage proceffion ftarting from fome 
diftant village, with many a fteep afcent to climb, 
many a moor to pafs, many a river to ford, the 
goal of their hopes fometimes hidden from them 
in the recefTes of a deep valley, fometimes, as 
they reach higher ground, ftanding out brightly 
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and clearly againft the fky. So it is, my Sifters, 
with the goal of your Lent now, that happy 
Eafter to which our thoughts and affedlions are 
already beginning to turn. But that is only the 
earneft, that is only the foretafte, that is only 
the firft-fruit hope. Oh ! what a meaning will 
then be ftamped on this text, when — take it of 
yourfelves, deareft Sifters, — if I fliould ever 
have to tell another of you, as I did to that 
dear one whom we have loft — no ! not loft, but 
fent before us ! — that earthly things are paffing 
away ! Oh ! then to be able to fey, " Behold, 
we go up to Jerufalem !" that Jerufalem where 
the Lord is the everlafting light, and the days 
of thy mourning (hall be ended : that Jerufalem 
into which nothing (hall enter that defileth. 
No more fin, no more repentance, no more 
confeffion, no more wearinefs in the fervice .of 
God. His work for ever, and no fetigue ! His 
love for ever, and no coldnefs ! One fhort 
fharp ftruggle yet, one bridgelefs river to be 
crofted ftill, and then the promifed land, then 
the innumerable company of angels, then the 
general aflembly and Church of the firft-born, 
which are written in Heaven. The happy 
child returning from fchool, the betrothed bride 
entering the palace of her hun}and ; th^ child to 
have every tear wiped away in the everlafting 
home, the bride to enter on the enjoyment of 
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the Brid^oom's peifed 2nd eternal love. ** Be- 
hold, we go up to Jerufalem." ** I was glad 
when they laid unto me. We will go into the 
houfe of the Lord !" 
And now, &c. 



SERMON XXXVI.' 

LET US ALSO GO WITH HIM. 

** Behold, we go up to Jeruialem, and all things that are written 
by the prophets concerning the Son of Man ihall be accompliihed.** 
— -S. Luke xviii. 31. 

I WONDER how many Priefts have taken thefe 
Words for their text to-day, how many congrega- 
tions in the Holy Church throughout all the 
world have thence been encouraged to run with 
patience the race that is about to be fet before 
them in this Lent, and to look to the fufFerings 
of the Author and Finilher of their Faith at the 
end of it j how many Sifterhoods throughout 
Europe have been taught to take this blelTed 
fentence in their mouths, have been warned to 
imprefs it on their hearts. '' Behold, we go up 
to Jerufalem j" how many fervants of God, now 
in the middle of an evil and faithlefs generation 
bearing the burden of the day, have encouraged 
themfelves by remembering that the biattle cannot 

' Preached Quinquagefima Sunday Evening, 1857. 
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be for ever, that the labour only lafts till fun- 
down, becaufe, ** Behold, we go up to Jerufa- 
lem." "What Prieft," fays a great Spanifli 
Saint, S. Thomas of Villa Nova, *' will dare to 
preach on Quinquagefima Sunday on any text 
but this ? The Lord goes to Jerufalem ; let us 
watch Him in His going, if we cannot as yet 
follow Him : ' Whither I go, thou canft not 
follow Me now, but thou (halt follow Me after- 
wards :' the Lord goes up to Jerufalem : let us 
willingly gird up our loins, and follow Him up 
Calvary here, fo it may lead us to that Hill of 
God, which is a high hill, exalted above the tops 
of the mountains, hereafter.'* 

I could dwell, my dear Sifters, on almoft every 
word of that text, and it would feem to me as if 
each applied more particularly to you than to 
any one elfe. Often and often as I have preached 
upon it, it never feemed fo fitting to the time 
and place as it does now. Would to God I 
might fay fomething which could encourage you 
to this journey, which might brace you for the 
Forty Days of the Great Faft ! 

And firft, notice that word we. Others muft 
do as they pleafe. The coming feafon may be, 
will be, nothing to many : ftill, as for us, and 
our houfe, we will ferve the Lord. It is but to 
us as it was to our dear Lord. He knew why 
it was neceflary, in the eternal counfel of God, 
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that He muft needs keep the feaft that was then 
at hand at Jerufalem. He knew why it was 
neceflaiy that His difciples fhould be with Him, 
at leaft if they forfook Him in His PaiEon, to 
be witneiTes of His Refurre£tion. And fo He 
and they pafTed through Samaria, where none 
were fetting their faces to go up to the holy city, 
where work and pleafure went on as ufual, 
where men were beginning to put their fickle 
into the early harveft, and difcuf&ng the profpe£ls 
of the feafon : He, knowing the full bitternefs of 
the cup that He was to drink, and of the baptifm 
that He was to be baptifed withal ; they, terrified, 
as we read, to follow Him, and yet unwilling to 
be left behind. It was the h& earthly journey 
He was ever to take with them, though as yet 
they underflood it not : and He took it, that He 
might hereafter lead them fafely in that longer 
journey from death to life, from forrow to joy, 
from a vale of mifery to a Paradife of immor- 
tality. Now, dear Siflers, let us make that 
word we our own : let us each refolve not to be 
left behind : *' Behold, we go up to Jerufalem." 
Again : there is fbmething for you in that 
word, Behold. Your following our Lord can- 
not altogether be done fo noifelefHy, and in fo 
natural a manner as that of many others. If 
that ihould be fb — that you are profeffing more 
and doing lefs, what a bitter fatire there is in the 
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word, ** Behold^ we go up to JeniCJem." Be- 
hold, indeed ! That would be grievous, that 
would be difhonouring Him Whofe honour you 
profefs to be dearer to you than the life itfelf. 
No : the more outward forms, the more outward 
fervices, the oftener you meet here, you muft 
indeed let there be (and God grant I may know 
that there is !) the more inward earneftnefs, the 
more complete furrender of yourfelves to God. 
Then, if you like, and I (hall be thankful for it, 
" Behold^ we go to Jerufalem." 

But the verfe fays more : ** Behold, we go up 
to Jerufalem." By a rough way, you fay. And 
fo indeed it is. A rough way at all times; a 
rougher road than ufual, when we come to our 
valley of humiliation, when we enter on our 
Lent. Oh, in how many fenfes may we take 
that verfe ! In that which moft concerns us, 
Eafter is now that Jerufalem, to which we are 
looking forward : that yifion of peace where the 
Lamb llain from the foundation of the world 
(hall have been offered up to make peace between 
God and man : when, after forty days of peni- 
tence we may hope to know fomewhat more of 
that peace of God which paiTeth all underftand- 
ing. Or, in the fuller fenfe, through this Lent 
and all Lents, through every temptation, by 
means of every trial, we are going up to the 
Jerufalem that is free, which is the mother of us 
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all. Sometimes, by faith we fee it more clearly ; 
fometimes it feems almoft blotted out from us : 
but there it is ftill \ and through the wafte, howl- 
ing wildernefe of this world our way lies ftraight 
to the city of our folemnities. 

I (bowed you once how thofe Gradual Pfalms 
defcribe to us the journey of an Ifraelite from his 
far diflant home, where he was conftrained to 
dwell with Meiech, and have his habitation among 
the tents of Kedar. Yet infinitely more truly 
do they defcribe our going up to the Heavenly 
Jerufalem : our doubts, our enemies, our diffi- 
culties, our longings, our comforts. Why, the 
lafl verfe of that firfl Song of Degrees fums up 
our wifhes almofl in the words of the text : *' I 
labour for peace :" what peace, except that which 
is to be found in Jerufalem, the vifion of peace ? 
" Behold, we go up to Jerufalem," in this fenfe 
alfo, '' The Lord (hall preferve thy going out :'* 
in this fenfe alfo, '' He that now goeth on his 
way weeping, and bearing forth good feed : fhall 
doubtlefs come again with joy, and bring his 
(heaves with him." 

But, my dear Sifters, we mufl take care not to 
narrow the meaning of the latter part of the 
verfe ; '' and all things that are written by the 
prophets concerning the Son of Man fhall be 
accomplifhed." True, it fignifies in the firfl 
place that we fhall now fland by Him, while 
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having loved His own which are in the world, 
He loves them unto the end ; while He is never- 
thelefs forfaken by them, and led alone as a iheep 
to the flaughter ; while He is delivered to the 
Gentiles, and fcourged and fpitted on ; while He 
comes forth, wearing the Crown of Thorns, and 
the purple robe ; while He endures the wounds 
wherewith He was wounded in the houfe of His 
friends ; finally, while He makes the lifting up 
of His Hands the evening Sacrifice of the world. 
But this is not all that is written of Him by the 
Prophets. It is not only written of Him what 
He is to fufFer, but what He is to do for us ; not 
only that He is to be made perfed through fuf- 
ferings, but that He is to bring in many fons to 
glory. All thefe things will be fulfilled if we go up 
to Jerufalem with Him : it is but j&ying in other 
words, *' If we fufFer, we Ihall alfo reign with 
Him." '' All things," — all promifes of help as well 
as all predi6lions of forrow : all promifes that He 
will triumph in us, if we are content to abide with 
Him in His temptations. '* All things ?" Then 
fuch a promife as that, '^ O thou affli<Sed, 
tofTed with tempefl, and not comforted ; behold, 
I will lay thy ilones with fair colours, and lay 
thy foundations with fapphires." *' All things ?" 
Then fuch a promife as that, " When thou 
pafTeil through the waters, I will be with thee, 
and through the rivers, they ihall not overflow 
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thee." Then again, fuch a faying of comfort as 
that, " Thy Maker is thine Huiband, the Lord 
of Hofts is His Name." " For think not," as 
S. Bernard fays, " that the true warnings will be 
fulfilled and not the true promife : that you may 
truft Him when He fays, ' In the world ye (hall 
have tribulation,' but muft think more doubt- 
fully of that * But be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world -/ that more certain than cer- 
tainty is that duty, 'Be thou iaithful unto 
death ;' but obfcure and clouded is the promife, 
' And I will give thee the crown of life :' that 
the Jordan muft, in very truth, be pafled, but as 
to the heavenly city, that may never be gained. 
Not thus, deareft Sifters," (ah, and I dare fay 
thofe Sifters have long iince known that their 
preacher was but telling them the truth,) " not 
thus, deareft Sifters, is it His wont to treat His 
own. His wont, indeed, is to take the labour 
and to give you the reward, to run the race and 
to beftow on you the garland : to fight the battle 
and to decorate you with the crown. That is 
His work ; but to lead any of you into trouble, 
and to leave her there, to plunge any of you in 
the fight, and then to defert her — is this the 
Redeemer, is this the Guide, the Guard, the 
Huft)and ? God forbid." So he faid to them ; 
fo, in very truth, I may fay to you. 

But there is another fenfe in which we not 
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only may, but muft take thefe words : ^^ All 
things that are written concerning the Son of 
Man fhall be accomplifhed." Then what is 
written that He muft receive from us is as necef- 
fary to be fulfilled as that which it is written He 
will do for us : for the one depends on the other. 
If He goes before the fheep, then, they follow 
Him. If He calls them by name, then a ftranger 
will they not follow, but will flee from him. 
And now, dear Sifters, this part of the text de- 
pends on yourfelves. It is written in the prophets 
concerning the Son of Man, ^^ Come, and let us 
return to the Lord, for He hath fmitten, and 
He will heal us." The very feafon calls on us 
to make good that prophecy; to turn to Him 
from whom we have deeply revolted. It is 
written in the prophets, '' My foul is athirft for 
God, even for the Living God ;" for Him, that 
is, '^Who liveth, and was dead, and is alive 
for evermore." It is written, '' I believe verily 
to fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the land of 
the living." It is written, '' I will lift up mine 
eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my 
help." It is written, " I will go forth in the 
ftrength of the Lord God : and will make men- 
tion of His righteoufnefs only." It is written, 
*' One thing have I defired of the Lord, which 
I will require : even that I may dwell in the 
Houfe of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and to vifit 
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His temple." Now, all thefe things muft be 
fulfilled concerning the Son of Man, muft be ful- 
filled now, muft be fulfilled by you. It is your 
very profeffion ; '' it is very meet, right, and your 
bounden duty." " Behold, we go up to Jerufa- 
lem 5" but this is the only way there. " Behold, 
we go up to Jerufalem," but the Lord of that 
city will only thus receive you. Let us take 
example by thofe Saints who have trodden the 
fame road, and have now entered in by the gates 
into the city. Not one of them but fays, '' Fol- 
low me, and I will bring you to the Man Whom 
ye feek." Not one of them but has fliown us 
how we ought to go up to Jerufalem, as not one 
of them but is now the witnefs of our courfe, and 
hopes to be the companion of our crown. 

And I truft that our Lord will fay to us all, 
in this coming feafon of forrow, '' I will go down 
with thee ; I will alfo furely bring thee up again." 
Go down with thee, comforting thee in that 
dark valley, ftrengthening thee for the conflift, 
guarding thee in temptation, guiding thee with My 
counfel ; bring thee up again, firft to the glory 
of the Eafter which lies beyond this Lent, and 
then, more bleffedly, to that eternal Eafter when 
all My faithful people, ftaving put off mortality 
and put on immortality, *' fhall fit down with Me 
in My Throne, even as I alfo overcame, and am 
fet down with My Father in His Throne !" 

And now, &c. 



SERMON XXXVIL> 

WE ARE WELL ABLE. 

** And Mofes fent them to fpy out the land of Canaan, and 
faid unto them, Get you up this way fouthward, and go up into 
the mountain : and fee the land, what it is t and the people that 
dwelleth therein, whether they be ftrong or weak, few or many.** 
— ^Numb. xiii. 17, 18. 

Here we have the land flowing with milk and 
honey on the one hand, the difficulties that befet 
its approach on the other : all its beauty, all its 
goodnefs, all its richnefs, freely acknowledged, 
only to be concluded with that timid, that &ith- 
lefs, that fatal neverthelefs, A forty days' wander- 
ing in thofe goodly valleys, among thofe pleafant 
vineyards and oliveyards : all feen, all approached; 
and the conclufion of the whole, " Unto whom 
I fware in My wrath, that they fhould not enter 
into My reft." 

^' See the land what it is, and the people that 

^ Preached in the Evening of Quinquagefima Sunday, 1858. 
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dwelleth therein, whether they be few or many." 
That was the command of Mofes : that, dear 
Sifters, is the exhortation of every true Prieft at 
this time. You, by faith, (and oh ! what a 
ftrong clear fight faith may have !) muft go and 
fee the land of our hopes, the land of our wifhes, 
the land of our home. Thefe forty days are 
given you for that end. Your bodies, indeed, 
muft remain imprifoned in this dark cold world : 
but your fancy and affection and hope muft 
travel &r, &r beyond all this earth \ beyond the 
regions of its cold and fog and clouds ; beyond 
the place where God lays up the treafures of 
His rain and hail and fnow, ^^ There is a path 
which no fowl knoweth, and the vulture's eye 
hath not feen : the lion's whelp hath not feen it, 
nor the fierce lion pafTed by it." Along that 
path your meditation muft pafs to the utmoft 
bound of the everlafting hills 5 to the city whence 
ifTues the river of the Water of Life ; to the 
trees that are on this fide of the ftream and on 
that; to the many manfions; to the eternal 
inheritance of the Eleft. " See the land what 
it is." Try, try hard, to rid yourfelves as for as 
poffible of the weights and ties which confine us 
to earth, and realife the Land of the BlefTed. 
The power of Meditation, it is true, is a great 
gift of God ; but, like all His gifts, it may be 
marvelloufly improved by pra6lice. It is the 
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moft difficult of all exercifes : it depends fi> 
much on the health of the body : it depends (b 
much on the vigour of the mind : any preffing 
cafual diftra£tion will break it off, and make it 
impoffible for us to recover the thread. Yet it 
is emphatically a Sifter's grace. It is a part of 
devotion in which women have always exceeded 
men : with quicker and finer feelings, with more 
lively imaginations, with a greater capacity for 
excitement, no wonder that this has been their 
efpecial privilege and power. The fineft of all 
Meditations which a man has caft into the treafury 
of the Church are (fo far as I know) thofe of 
S. Anfelm : meditations which I fhould like you 
to know, and which we will get. But in vivid- 
nefs and fervour they are far inferior, not only 
to S. Therefa's, — the firft of all, — ^but to thofe 
of many and many another Bride of Christ, 
which have been written for the benefit of the 
Church. I blame myfelf, that I have not fpoken 
more to each of you about this grace : but this 
is the time of beginning all good things : and, 
God helping me, I will talk further to you about 
it. And fo, the charge that Mofes gave his 
people, I give you : ** See the land, what it is.'* 
" And the people that dwelleth therein, whe- 
ther they be few or many." Oh my Sifters, 
that queftion we can anfwer already I The in- 
numerable multitudes that are now in the Pre- 
fence of God, according to their tribes, thofe 
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glorious tribes that fpeak of their various ftations 
and circumftances and trials upon earth. Think 
of that marvellous pi£ture, you who know it, 
the Adoration of the Immaculate Lamb.^ The 
Lamb That had been flain, ftanding in the midft^ 
on an Altar, the precious Blood welling forth 
from His (ide into the chalice : Angels with the 
Inftruments of the Paffion, now the glorious 
eniigns of His triumph, immediately furrounding 
Him, everywhere in the courts about them a 
meadow, fpotted with lilies and violets and ama- 
ryllis : neareft the Lamb, as is fit, the celeftial 
ijhoir of the Virgins, in two bands, the one 
carrying lilies and rofes, the other, (oh deareft 
Sifters, God fome day give you a place among 
them !) lilies only : behind thefe, on either fide 
the Martyrs, bearing the inftruments of their 
paffion, the axe, the faw, the fpear, the pan of 
coals, the rack, the gridiron, they that came out 
of great tribulation, and wafhed their robes, and 
made them white with the Blood of the Lamb : 
in the lower part of the pidlure, the ConfefTors, 
the Doftors, the righteous fouls, women who, 
if they prefented not the lily of chaftity, offered 
the violet of ardent love : ftill below, on the 
one hand, the warrior Saints who through faith 
fubdued kingdoms, efcaped the edge of the fword, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies 

^ Allufion is made to the funous pidbirc by the brothers Van 
£yck in the cathedral at Ghent. 
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of the aliens; on the other, the hermits and 
anchorites, who, in the folitary recefles of the 
defert, among the dens and caves of the earth, 
lived their life of penitence, and received the 
crown of glory. And beyond and above all, the 
towers of the new Jerufalem, hallowing and fur- 
mounting and perfe£ting all the fcene. Look at 
this : and then fee, '^ the people that dwelleth 
therein, whether they be few or many." 

" And bring of the fruit of the land." The 
fame thing ftill, my Sifters, for you. Meditation 
is not a work that begins and ends in itfelf. 
'*We know that when He fhall appear, we 
(hall be like Him, for we (hall fee Him as He 
is." To fee thofe heavenly fruits is not enough : 
you muft gather them for yourfelves. The 
courage of the Martyrs, the endurance of the 
Confeflbrs, the fnow-white purity of the Virgins, 
we want them all here, here in this very houfe, 
here in every room and occupation in it. Lent 
is the time for the gathering fuch fruits : Lent is 
the time for tranfplanting heavenly flowers into 
earthly foil. Of thefe flowers and fruits, as re- 
gards each of you, what you moft need, what 
you fliould moft feek, — here I^muft not fpeak. 
But of what you want in common, that I may 
tell you in common, and there are one or two 
fubjeds of which, with God's help, I will fpeak 
to you at the very beginning of this Lent. You 
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will bear with me then together, as you bear 
with me feparately ; — will you not, dear Sifters ? — 
Great as my joy and comfort in you is, it does 
but make me the more earneftly deiire to fee you, 
as a Sifterhood, wanting in nothing. Never can 
I be content with regard to you, while I can fay, 
*' One thing thou lackeft yet." 

Well then : *' Be ye of good courage : and 
bring ye of the fruit of the land. Now the 
time" — is there not an efpecial appropriatenefs 
in that ? — " the time was the time of the firft 
ripe grapes." Affuredly there is. The true 
vintage, — we know when that took place: we 
know when He *' trod the wine-prefs alone, and 
of the people there was none with Him." That 
was the completion of His work : then the har- 
veft was fully ripe. Lent was the commence- 
ment of it, when the firft fufferings were now 
ready to be endured, when the firft preludes of 
His paffion were to be taken in hand ; Lent, 
then, is the time of the firft ripe grapes. And 
you may look at it in another fenfe alfo, a dear 
and truthful fenfe it is. According to that, laft 
November was the time of our firft ripe grapes. 
The drefler of the vineyard came into this His 
garden, and faw one of His Trees ready for tranf- 
plantation to Paradife. A void, a fad void for us, 
but how beautifully, in that perpetual funfhine, 
is our fapling tree growing now !. 



34^ ^ O^f ^M able, [Serm. 

To go on. They traverfed the land of Canaan 
and they fulfilled the injun&ion of Mofes : ^^ And 
they came unto the brook of Elhcol^ and cut 
down from thence a branch with one clufter of 
grapes, and they bare it between two on a ftaflF ; 
and they brought of the pomegranates, and of 
the figs." Now, as fome of you know, holy 
men have not fiiiled to fee in this a wonderfiil 
t3rpc of Him Whom we defire to fee everywhere. 
The clufter of grapes — the one clufter — ^what is 
it, but the Lord, the True Vine, Whofe Blood 
we receive in the chalice, to cheer us againft 
every difficulty, to ftrengthen us againft every 
temptation ? Of the two that bare it, he that 
went firft turned his back on it : he that came 
after looked towards it. So of the Jews and 
Gentiles. The Jew came firft indeed to the 
knowledge of God, was firft called to everlafting 
life, but he turned his back on, he rejected, the 
Prince of Glory. He defpifed and contemned 
that King of Whom Mofes in the Law and the 
Prophets did write. The Gentile, it is true, 
was called laft : but when he came, he fixed his 
eyes on that Saviour and acknowledged Him : 
he acknowledged, yes, and followed Him too. 
That brook of Eflicol taught a lefibn which ihould 
endure to the end of the world. 

But a lefibn to you alfo, my Sifters. So ihould 
it be in your intercourfe with each other. How- 
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ever trivial the thing you take in hand together, 
if it be a mere converfation, if it be a mere walk, 
it (hould indeed be a bearing of this clufter be-- 
tween you. Never, never forget in fpeaking to, 
in a£ling with each other, not only that you are 
His, but that in that very converfation, however 
cheerful, however on common, trivial matters, 
however even on amuiing fubjefts, you are 
ferving Him. He, as of old time by thofe fpies, 
is to be held up by you. This is the great 
privilege of your life, that it muft be fo : that in 
recreation, as well as in work, you are His : that 
near as you are to each other. He is infinitely 
nearer to all of you. The recreation of a Sifler, 
her lighter converfation, her amufement, thefe 
are the true touchflones of her feithfulnefs to her 
Lord. Thefe things not only may be, but 
ought to be : you muft, at home, perfedly un- 
bend from ferious work; the Chriftian art — or 
rather the art of a religious Houfe — is to do this, 
and yet not to ftir an inch from the Bridegroom 
Whofe you are. 

Thus far it was a happy fetting forth, and a 
happy fearching of the land. See now, every 
heart eager to enter in : every day this queftion 
paiTed from tent to tent, *' Have the twelve yet 
returned?" Five Sabbaths pafTed away, (the 
tradition of the Jews is that they were fent forth 
on the Sunday,] and at I'aft one Friday afternoon 
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Hear what the two, found faithfiil among the 
twelve, fay to their companions : '' Let iis go up 
at once, and poflefs the land ; for we are well 
able to fubdue it/' O true and loyal fpeech ! in 
all its three parts fo true-hearted, fo faithful ! 
*' At once," They are a Chriftian's words : let 
them be yours. Do not enter this Lent with 
anything wilfully and knowingly left undone. 
You will all, I truft, begin it frefh from the 
fountain opened for fin : ftrengthened and ftart- 
ing anew from a good and brave Confef&on. But 
let there be nothing hanging about you, as it 
were, to impede your progrefs ; nothing that you 
know muft be done before very long, and that 
you would be better and happier for doing at 
once. '* Behold, we go up to Jerufalem," our 
dear Lord faid this morning; and now Caleb 
tells us, ^'Let us go up at once." Let us go. to 
Him as He came to us : ^^ Lo, I come to do 
Thy wiU, O God :" I delight to do it. Yes, 
the very fecond that the "Hail, thou that art 
highly favoured," was fpoken by the angel, the 
Son of God was made flefh. The inflant that 
the promife of her blefTednefs was given to Mary 
the Incarnate Word did not abhor the Virgin's 
womb. 

But even flill more I admire the next word of 
courage : '* Let us go up at once, and — " what ? 
fight againfl it ? endeavour to obtain it ? fet our- 
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felve^ in array againft it ? — Not fo : *' Let us go 
up at once, and poiTefs it." That is brave faith 
indeed ! I never, my Sifters, like to hear you 
(ay, when I tell you to make this or that eiFort, 
or to give up this or that habit, ^^ I will try to do 
it." To try, with you, really to try, is to fucceed. 
Say inftead, fay, firmly believing that what you 
fay will come to pafs, fay, determined not to 
think that it can be otherwife, ^' I will do it by 
God's grace." Yes, in any good work under- 
taken it is fad to hear people, ay, God's true 
fervants too, make their preparations in a par- 
ticular way, and then fay, ^' and if this fails, then 
they will be ufeful for fomething elfe." The 
children of this world are in their generation 
wifer than the children of light. It was a brave 
faying that they relate of Prince Eugene on the 
eve of the battle of Blenheim. He was ftrongly 
infifting on one particular plan of attack, and 
expatiating on its advantages in cafe of vidlory ; 
*'But, your Royal Highnefs," fome inferior 
officer ventured to fuggeft, **what in cafe of 
defeat ?" " That," replied the Prince, " I never 
trouble myfelf about, becaufe I know that I fhall 
be dead firft." It is well anc^ wifely faid in the 
" Pilgrim's Progrefs" that Chriftian had no ar- 
mour for his back. So with you, dear Sifters : 
refolve to pofTefs, not merely to endeavour to 
pofTefs : refolve to conquer, not merely to try to 
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conquer. So aded the Captain of our Salvation ; 
fo you, His dear and betrothed ones, muft a£b too. 
And then the third thing that it does me good 
at heart to read in this brave fpeech is its con- 
cluding claufe : not merely " we are able to over- 
come it," but ''we are well able." I fpeak to 
you of your difficulties, and dangers, and temp- 
tations : I fpeak to you of your ftrength and 
power: but God forbid that I fhould for one 
moment talk of them, that you (hould for one 
moment think of them, as on a par with each 
other. Oh, my Sifters, there is a fource of 
ftrength, there is a fountain of love in each of 
you able to do tenfold all your work, to face 
tenfold all your dangers. Your ftrength, like 
Samfon's, is not known. You do not appreciate 
it yourfelves; you never will till the day of 
battle. Thofe hearts of yours, the world may 
call them the hearts of weak women, but let the 
danger come, and then fee what is the ftrength 
they have been gathering from the Corn of the 
Mighty, what the purity they have been imbibing 
from the Wine that bloflbms into Virgins, what 
He That has given you to will, will alfo enable 
you to do. '' Well able." You are indeed. In 
all thefe things, — and they are a fearful lift too, 
tribulation, diftrefs, perfecution, famine, naked- 
nefs, peril, fword — ^we are more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us. 
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And now then, my Sifters, brace yourfelves 
up for the Forty Days ! The Lord is waiting 
to receive you, not now in the palace, but in the 
wildernefs. And what matter where, fo it be 
He ? Dear and happy wildernefs that witnefled 
His conflift, and was fpeftator of His viftory ! 
Before you can ftand by Him, like Mary Mag- 
dalene at the Crofs, you muft tarry near Him, 
like the angels in the defert. You fought Him 
not long fince in the manger : a few weeks, and 
you will look for Him in the judgment hall : now 
your place is by Him in the folitude. Only fee, 
dear Sifters, that wherever He be. He is yours j 
your own to have the privilege of mlniftering to \ 
your own to have the happinefs of liftening 
to ; your own to have the joy of loving tempted, 
dejfpifed, rejefted; of loving forfaken, defolate, 
condemned ; of loving crowned with thorns, fpit 
upon, buffeted \ of loving nailed to the Crofs, 
hanging on the Crofs, giving up the ghoft j as 
you hope to have the ecftafy of loving Him 
triumphant, loving Him enthroned, loving Him 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 

And now, &c. 
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SERMON XXXVIII.* 

ONE IS NOT. 

" And they faid, Thy fervants are twelve brethren, the Tons of 
one man in the land of Canaan ; and, behold, the youngeft is this 
day with our father, and one is not.** — Gen. xlii. 13. 

This feftival comes in before the beginning of 
Lent like a fun-gleam between two rifts of dark 
cloud. And I know not but that it is iingularly 
well fitted for its place : falling, as it muft, 
within Septuagefima : falling, as it fo often does, 
in Lent itfelf. For if it tells us of one that was 
eledled an Apoftle, it tells us alfo of one that 
having obtained a lot in that miniftry, was after- 
wards loft : if it tells us of the glory and honour 
with which God ftiall furround them who will 
judge the world, it alfo fays to us moft plainly, 
" Let him that thinketh he ftandeth take heed 
left he fall." Dear Sifters, it is a moft folemn 
warning to you. If Judas, who had been brought 

1 Preached at Sexts on the Feaft of S. Matthias, being alfo 
Shrove Tuefday, 1857. 
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for fo long a time into the living companionfhip 
and almoft hourly contaft with his Lord, by 
tranfgreffion fell, that he might go to his own 
place, it may be (but God of His infinite mercy 
grant otherwife !) it may be that any one of you, 
after running well for a feafon, after taking up 
the Crofs for a time bravely, may, in fpite of all 
her Communions, of all her Confeffions, of all 
her prefent earneftnefs, finally have caufe to wifli 
that fhe had never known the Name of Christ, 
have reafon moft bitterly and moft unavailingly 
to repent that (he ever called herfelf more pecu- 
liarly His fervant. Be very fure that there can 
fcarcely be a more terrible faying than that 
of Balaam's, — and that juft after he had cried 
out, forced as it were by the very truth to fay 
fo, '' How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and 
thy tabernacles, O Ifrael !" — than that faying, 
'' He hath faid, which heard the words of God, 
and knew the knowledge of the Moft High, 
which faw the vifion of the Almighty, falling," 
that is woeful enough, '' falling, but having his 
eyes open," that is the moft terrible of all ! 
None of you can fall without the fame condem- 
nation being applicable to you. "The words 
of God," you know that you hear them again 
and again, feparately and together, in feafon and 
out of feafon ; " the knowledge of the Moft 
High," you have the means of gaining it, you 
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have it itfelf : " the Vifion of the Almighty/* at 
this very moment you have it before your eyes, 
beholding Him Whom heaven and the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain, under the form of 
Bread and Wine. If you ihould fall, it will 
indeed be with your "eyes open." If you 
fhould fell, every one fingle Communion, every 
one fingle Confeffion will plead againft you with 
a vcMce that you can neither gainfay nor refift. 
You muft be reminded fometimes of thefe things, 
dear Sifters ; you muft be kept in recollection 
that yours is a moft dangerous as well as a diffi- 
cult life ; and when fo fitly as when we have to 
do with the efFeSs of the firft facrilegious Com- 
munion that ever was made ; the Devil entering 
into the miferable man ; the (in commenced, 
" What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him 
unto you ?" the fin perfefted, " Hail, Mafter !" 
and then, " Aceldama, the field of blood," whence 
*' he went to his own place." 

But now let us attend to Judah's faying; and 
the more fo, becaufe, as S. Auguftine told us laft 
night, whatever was faid of the Apoftles belongs, 
in a certain fenfe, to the whole congregation of 
the faithful. '' Thy fervants are twelve breth- 
ren:" brethren very widely fcattered, among 
barbarous people, among the moft poliflied na- 
tions of the world, carrying on one warfare in fo 
many different climates ; Thomas in the fultry 
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da}rs of India and of China, Andrew in the frozen 
fields of RuiHa, the Saint of this day in Ethiopia ; 
brethren in all thofe afflictions of which one of 
their number writes, '' in journeyings often, in 
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by 
mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, 
in perils in the city, in perils in the wildernefs, 
in perils in the fea, in perils among falfe brethren, 
in wearinefs and painfulnefs, in watchings often, 
in hunger and thirft, in iaftings often, in cold 
and nakednefs." 

And why "brethren?" Becaufe all *'the 
(bns of one man in the land of Canaan." One 
Man truly : they had feen with their own eyes 
many infallible proofs of His Manhood: they 
remembered how they had left Him fitting by the 
well while they went into the city to buy food : 
they remembered how they had taken Him, even 
as He was, in the (hip : they could not forget 
how He had wept by the grave of Lazarus : 
they knew how, even after His Refurreftion, 
He had taken of a broiled fifli and of an honey- 
comb, and did eat before them. One Man, and 
therefore able to feel for all their diftreffes : one 
Man, and the majefty of His glorified Manhood 
was the pledge of their own future reward : one 
Man, and He called them to no greater hardfhips, 
to no fiercer conflidls than thofe which He Him- 
felf had endured, and in which He had triumphed. 
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And " one Man in the land of Canaan." This 
was their comfort while yet in the Egypt of this 
world. This was theirs, my dear Sifters, and it 
muft be ours. We are at fchool now : we have 
all its difcipline, all its annoyances, all its difcom- 
forts, all its forrows. But He Whom we love 
is at home, at our home, as well as His ; making 
it ready for us, — '' I go to prepare a place for 
you," — as well as us ready for it. We may 
make the prayer of Mofes with the full certainty 
that, if we make it in earnefl and perfevere in it 
to the end, we fhall be, though he was not, 
heard : " O Lord God, Thou haft begun to 
fhow Thy fervant Thy greatnefs and Thy mighty 
Hand : for what God is there in heaven or in 
earth that can do according to Thy works, and 
according to Thy might ? I pray Thee let me 
go over and fee the good land that is beyond 
Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon." 
That goodly mountain, the hill of God, which 
is a high hill, a goodlier mountain even than 
that exceeding high mountain where the Lord 
was transfigured, and where for a little while 
He vouchfafed to fhow the excellence of the 
glory which the redeemed (hall fee for ever 
and ever. 

''And the youngeft is this day with our 
father." And it was not long before the Apoftles 
could fay that, or nearly that. Not many years 
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pafTed between our Lord's Paffion and that of 
S. James. And fo, while they were labouring 
in the work of Christ, while they were in the 
hard and yet the falutary fchool of this world, 
he was with his Father in the land of Canaan. 
The child at home, and the children at a diftance 
from home ; nothing fad in that for him, what- 
ever it might be for them : the whole family in 
heaven and earth not divided, becaufe part is in 
heaven and part in earth : the Communion of 
the Saints not broken, becaufe one end of its 
golden chain is fixed to the Throne of God and 
the other is held by thofe who are yet driving in 
this miferable and naughty world. No, there is 
nothing fad in this : the prophet had faid fo long 
before : '' Weep ye not for the dead, neither be- 
moan him : but weep fore for him that goeth 
away, for he ihall return no more, nor fee his 
native country." And that we have in the laft 
claufe, '' One is not." 

" One is not !" fo we hear in the Epiftle for 
the day. He had done great figns and wonders 
in the Name of Christ : he had caft out devils ; 
he had healed the fick ; nay, he had preached 
" the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." And 
becaufe he would not give up one fin, doubt- 
lefs at firft one little fin, this was the end. 
He purchafed a field with the reward of iniquity^ 
but not for himfelf ; his only pofiieffion in it was 
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the pofleffion of a burying place. He died while 
the Great Sacrifice for the tins of the whole 
world was being offered up : but in that Sacrifice 
he had no (hare or portion. For the decree went 
out againft him, ^^ His bifhopric let another 
take." 

Some day, my dear Sifters, it muft be faid of 
fome one of you, if only God gives you the 
grace of perfeverance to the end, '^ She is this 
day with our Father in the land of Canaan*" 
Of more than one of you it has nearly been, that 
we might have (o faid now. And no real matter 
of for row in that. No fubje£l for afHidlion in 
the warfare being accomplifhed, the iniquity 
pardoned ; the wildernefs crofTed, the Jordan 
paiTed, the land that floweth with milk and 
honey and that goodly mountain gained. No 
real caufe for grief, to have to fay of any one 
whom we love : 

*< In that great cloifter*a ftillnels and feclufion, 
By gaardian angels led, 
Safe now from peril, fafe from fin*8 pollution, 
She lives, whom we call dead.'* 

But this would be a bitternefs indeed, if of 
any one of you the laft claufe of all fhould be 
ever true, ** And one is not !" She did run well 
for a feafon : fhe took up the light yoke and the 
eafy burden of Christ: like Herod, (he did 
many things, and heard gladly : like the fig-tree 
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in the way to Jerufalem, Che made a fair outward 
fliow. But by degrees (he became carelefs ; by 
degrees (he allowed herfelf to be negligent in 
felf-examination, to grow cold in prayer : (he 
was warned, but (he would not attend : (he wa$ 
told that he that defpifeth fmall things (hall fall 
by little and little ; but (he took no heed ; and 
now — ** One is not." Of the reft, fome are 
with many infirmities and many falls, yet on the 
whole running with patience the race that is fet 
before them; allowing themfelves, it is true, 
fometimes to be turned afide to vanity, but yet, 
on the whole, ** looking unto Jesus, the Author 
and Fini(her of their faith -" fometimes ready to 
give up the work they have undertaken, but 
never really deferting it : " perfecuted, but not 
foriaken, — caft down, but not deftroyed." And 
one or two, yet happier than thefe, are with our 
Father in the land of Canaan : what they are 
doing we cannot tell, where they are dwelling 
we may not know, only thus much, they are 
with Him Who is the Fountain of Life, and in 
His light they fee light ; only thus much, '* The 
Lamb Which is in the midft of the Throne doth 
feed them, and doth lead them to living fountains 
of waters, and God hath wiped away all tears 
from their eyes/' This for the children at 
home, and for the children at fchool : for thofe 
that are pafling through tribulation, and thofe 
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that have come out of it : the militant ones, and 
the redeemed ones. Thefe will be blefled if 
they perfevere: thofe are blefled becaufe thejr 
have perfevered. One did not perfevere, and 
therefore " One is not !" 
And now, &c. 



SERMON XXXIX.^ 

REST IN LABOUR. 

** Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you reft.** — S. Matth. xi. 28. 

A DEAR and faithful promife at all times, but 
more dear now; now, coniidering to whom I 
fpeak ; now, confidering to whom the Church 
applies it. They needed reft then as much as 
now ; they needed comfort in trouble, fupport 
and ftay in afHi£^ion, all thofe eighteen hundred 
years ago, my Sifters, juft as much as ever we 
do now. But then, fee how it applies to this 
day. Eleven poor fiftiermen on the one fide ; 
the whole world, ftrong in its pride, ftrong in its 
philofophy, ftrong in its wealth, ftrong in its 
*' We are they that ought to fpeak, who is lord 
over us ?" on the other. Out of this world one 
is chofen, one out of its hundreds of millions to 
fill up one vacancy in that little band -, and the 

1 Preached at S. Margaret*8 on S. Matthias* day, 1858, at the 
reception of the firft AfFociate Sifter. 
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promife made to him is, " I will give you reft." 
Reft ! It might not have been fo great an effort 
of faith to have looked to peace hereafter, to 
have made up the mind to a moft hard, moft 
bitter conflifl: in this world, and then eternal 
peace : but reft here ; reft in joining thofe who 
were the offscouring of all things ! Reft in be- 
coming one of thofe who were made a fpeftacle 
to the world, and to angels, and to men ! Truly 
God's ways are not as our ways, neither are His 
thoughts as our thoughts : and the Church, fol- 
lowing her dear Lord, holds out a promife which 
feems hard indeed to be fulfilled. 

Dear Sifters, it is fingular that on this day 
when you commemorate him whom the Apoftles 
eleded into their number, you (hould alfo choofe 
one. into your body here. For think, what are 
you choofing her into ? You know what the 
world thinks and fays about each of you. What 
miferable folly, what miferable wafte, what lofs 
of everything that makes life dear, the world 
lays to your charge ! Poverty, Chaftity, Obedi- 
ence ! You know how the moft part of the 
world falls down and worfhips earthly wealth ; 
you know how the better part of the world falls 
down and worfhips earthly love ; you know how 
all, without one exception, proclaim that free- 
dom, and liberty, and independence is the great- 
eft and befl gift of men. 
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Wealth ! Well, and you arc laying up for 
yourfelves a treafure which that fame world can 
littlp appreciate. I fay nothing now of thofe ex- 
ternal good works which fliall in no wife lofe 
their reward. I iay nothing of the promife in 
the laft refponfe of laft night, where, giving up 
for one moment the commemoration of the 
bleflfed Saint of the day, we fpoke of the bleffing 
and the reward of alms. But then you know 
every thought of love, every prayer, every medt* 
tation, every attempt, is laid up for you in that 
eternal ftorehoufe which fhall be opened at the 
end of the world. Not an ejaculation loft there ; 
not one touch of pen or pencil loft there ; not 
one ftep loft there ! Thofe are your true riches ; 
thofe are the earnings which you would not keep 
to yourfelves, but which you defire to gather for 
the Bridegroom when He fliall come again. 
To Him, dear Sifters, you are not to go portion- 
lefs : to His embrace you are to bring, not 
poverty and want, but that which He has given 
you, and that which He will accept. The world 
may defpife fuch gifts, but in His eyes they are 
of great value: the world, which contemns 
Him, cannot be expeded to honour you. But 
does that make you lefs dear to the Lo&d of 
lords, lefs precious to the Bridegroom of ibuls ? 

''All ye that labour and are heavy laden." 
** Then,** lays S. Bernard, '* to you all the call is j 
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to me, and to all our brethren and fifters through- 
out the world. O Bride of Christ, fo often 
difcouraged, yet fo fteadfaft ! fo often tempted, 
yet fo loving ! fo often ready to fell away, yes, 
and to-day; yes, and to-day, at once, and for 
ever! Oh, what will that bleffing be, when 
thou canft no more be tempted to that thou doft 
hate ! What will that be when the Arm of 
which thou haft fo often fpoken, to which thou 
haft fo earneftly looked, is actually around thee I 
around thee, not as here, to lift up, but to carefs : 
around thee, not to prevent fell, but to increafe 
merit ! Who can enter into the myfteries of 
that Love, but they who fliall be counted worthy 
to ftiare it ? O deep, deep, ineffable Reft ! 
The Lord thy God, He faid of old time, fhall 
reft in His Love \ now fo flialt thou alfo ! Reft 
fweeter and dearer than any turmoil, than any 
confufion, than any battle of earth which can 
only caufe confufion and diftrefs !" 

So he fpake, dear Sifters, to thofe children of 
his. What he told them of, they now know : 
what in his time they longed and yearned for, 
centuries fince they have enjoyed ; and happy 
in their own poffeffion, of thofe only who are 
yet ftruggling they are in doubt. See what the 
invitation, fo dear to them, is to you : '' Ye that 
labour and are heavy laden." The hardeft of all 
thefe labours is againft ourfelves. So to refolve 



XXXIX.] Reft in Labour. 367 

and fo to fail : fo to try, yes, really and earneftly 
to try, and not to make one perceptible ftep ! oh, 
what a bitter thing it is ! And fo to be heavy 
laden ! You lay down your burden. Thofe 
gentle, loving eyes look upon you from the 
crucifix; **I have found out the price," they 
feem to fay, " I have paid the ranfom : it is I j 
I, the Crucified ; I, the fpotlefs Lamb : fear not \ 
believe only, and thou fhalt be made whole." 
You come in faith, and hope, and love. You 
tell the fins that are your burden to His Prieft. 
You receive that fweet Abfolution : and you 
depart whole. Oh, my Sifters, and does the 
burden remain gone ? Your confciences will 
tell you. How often have you knelt here ? how 
often, like Achan, have you faid, ^'Indeed I 
have finned againfl the Lord God of Ifrael, and 
thus and thus have I done ?" Then blefs thofe 
dear words for their very indefinitenefs, " Come 
unto Me, and I will give you reft." To Peter 
He fixed fome kind of limit ; to Himfelf none. 
Seventy and feven times to the Apoftle: to 
Himfelf fimply, " Come unto Me!" No limi- 
tation of time, no reftriftion of place — wherever, 
whenever, however, "Come unto Me; I will 
give you reft." 

Reft, dear Sifters, you will always need : par- 
don you will always need. But yet the fins you 
bring may be lighter and lighter ; yet your bur- 
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den may be lefs and lefs. The more you love, 
the more you will feel them : thofe of to-day 
may Teem to you as heavy as thofe of laft year ; 
not becaufe of their weight, but becaufe of your 
eameftnefs. Oh, for the day when there fhall 
be no more fin I 

And this is the meffage for you, you who are 
even now going forth with our Lord's loving- 
kindnefs on your lips, '* Come unto Mc, all that 
travail, and are heavy laden." Dear, bright 
meflage ! Oh, how welcome to thofe hearts, if 
you can only fpeak to thofe hearts ! Go, dear 
JSifters now, and tell it to them without Altering : 
that dear Lord is everything to you ; let Him 
be fomething to them : your fouls burn within 
you at His Name ; do not let theirs remain as 
ice. I could envy you the opportunity ! God 
grant you make the moft of it. You never go 
without my earneft prayers : I am fure I may fay, 
without our earneft prayers. God grant, after 
all, that we all find that happy and loving Reft 
which He has promifed, and of which you are 
b to fpeak, for Jesus Christ's fake. 

And now, &c« 



SERMON XL.' 

PREPARATION FOR LENT. 
** SmGdff yourfelTes againft to-morrow.*'— Numbert zi. i8. 

I TOLD you, dear Sifters, that there were one or 
two points on which I fhould like to fpeak to 
you in common before Lent zAuzlly begins. 
One night more, and we fhall have entered into 
the Valley of humiliation : let me then fpeak to 
you now, in order that we may go down into it 
together, with all the preparation that we can 
make. 

But firft,— **Thou Ihalt remember all the 
ways which the Lord thy God hath led thee :" 
a chequered way indeed, fince laft Lent : a 
chequered way for all of us : for thofe of you, 
my Sifters, who were then in this fame fervice 
of God, and for thofe of you who have fince 
joined us in it. But this, once for all : for all 
the comfort, all the help, all the encouragement 

i Preached at S. Margaret's on ShroTe Tuefday, 1858. 
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you give me, God reward you a hundredfold, 
and make me more and more thankiiil ! And 
God give me alio grace this Lent to be a more 
careful and tender, and at the fame time a more 
feithfiil, guide to you than ever I have been yet. 
Whatever be our difficulties, — and we muft, no 
doubt, look for many — He give us all grace to 
cling more clofcly to Him notwith Handing, ra- 
ther, I might fay, becaufe of all [ He give me 
the wifdom, the gentlenefs, the ftrength, which 
His Pricfts ought, in Him the great High Prieft, 
to have in ftore for every Bride of the Loving 
King! And make this your prayer too, my 
Sillers. Wc have chalked out for ourfelves a 
certain amount of work to be done in His fer- 
vice. Afk Him, if it be His will, to fhieM 
us from external interruptions : He only can 
do it. Alk Him that we may throw our 
whole ftrength and foul and fervour into His 
worfhip : and that, while we do fo, we may 
not be allaulted with thofe external troubles 
and hindrances which, but for His goodnefs, 
might .fo eafily be a drawback to that which we 
would do. 

Now, in the firft place, this I think we ought 

to do : more than once I have been on the point 

g it to you, and now this Lent fays to 

than ever, '* Awake, thou that flcep- 

: have fcarcely given time enough in 
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the morning to the prayers we make in anticipa- 
tion of the coming of the Great King. Thus 
His mercy being renewed to us every morning, 
— oh, how carefiil we ought to be, oh, how jea- 
lous over ourfelves, that we grow more and more 
prepared to receive Him That is our Joy, our 
Bleffing, our Confolation, our Salvation ! Let 
us, then, give more time to that preparation, my 
Sifters. Henceforth, let us take half-an-hour 
before we begin the Great Sacrifice : and as we 
lengthen the time, fo let us increafe the devotion. 
Henceforth let us try more than ever to realize 
what is the exceeding greatnefs of that daily 
love ; and what ought to be the exceeding holi- 
nefs of thofe who thus receive its morning gift. 
Dear Sifters, you fliould be holy indeed ! No 
common degree, no ordinary amount of fandlifi- 
cation ought to be theirs, who thus receive the 
higheft gift which the Church has it in her 
power to beftow. God only knows how thank- 
ful I am for the love which makes you appreciate 
that gift as you do. To give the BleiTed Sacra- 
ment to thofe who, I know, could fay to it, " As 
the hart defireth the water-brooks, fo longeth my 
foul after Thee, O God !" is the higheft privi- 
lege a Prieft can know. In giving you His 
Flefh and Blood, it feems indeed to make me 
feel how dear, how unfpeakably dear He is to all 
of us, and, in that dearnefs, how intenfely we. 
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my Sifters, are united. It helps me to realize 
the facrednefs of the tie between myfelf and each 
of you, a tie, the efiedls of which may influence 
our whole eternity. However much, then, you 
may have endeavoured to prepare before, let us 
try to come better prepared now ; and that half 
hour, oh that we may indeed confecrate it, and 
make it a blefled firftfruits of our day to that 

dear Lord ! 

« 

Next, dear Sifters, there is one point which 
concerns you rather than myfelf, but which I am 
very anxious to fee carried out fiiUy. You know 
that the Hours which we fay in this Oratory are, 
as it were, fb many (acrifices to God : and we 
have heard much, lately, of His injun£lion that 
His facrifices ftiould be without fpot and blemifli. 
Try, then, now for the future, to make a point, 
all of you, always, of uniting in the Refponfes, 
and that, not as if you were afraid or afhamed to 
fpeak out, but earneftly and heartily. You can- 
not think the difference it makes to me, when 
you all unite with all the heartinefs you are capa- 
ble of : how it feems to make this little place a 
type of that blefTed Home where " His fervants 
{hall ferve Him." Let this be your Lent en- 
deavour while in this Oratory : and that, not in 
the Refponfes only, but in finging alfo. You 
muft bear with me when I remind you of thefe 
things J you know it is my duty to tell you of 
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what I think you may in common improve in, 
as much as it is to point out to you what each of 
you may amend in particular. Let your hymns, 
then, be what they ought to be, and what they 
fbmetimes are. And remember that any one of 
you who allows her voice to be filent is not do- 
ing all that (he can to promote God's glory; 
though the thing Teem little, how often niuft I 
remind you that there is nothing little to a Sifter ? 
Your voices, — I well truft, — ^your voices (it is 
my earneft prayer day and night) will be one day 
heard amidft the New Song of the hundred and 
forty and four thoufand. Let this be the fore- 
tafte and earneft of that. You will fay that thefe 
are trifling, matter*of-fa£t fubjeds to preach 
about. Yet not the lefs, dear Sifters, would 
I urge them upon you : I want to fee you per- 
fect Sifters: I want to fee you refolute to rid 
yourfelves of every ftiadow of anything unwor- 
thy of what, by God's grace, you are able to 
do. Let me have the joy of feeing that I may 
talk to you thus, with the certainty that you 
will liften. 

Again. It will be to all an advantage, to me 
as well as to you, that, this Lent, we fliould keep 
carefully and fteadily to the days of the weekly 
Confeffions of each one of you. Each day of 
the week, fo it feems to me, offers fome efpecial 
bleffing to a Confeffion made on it. Monday, 
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the day of the Nativity, tells you of the humble- 
nefs with which you fhould draw nigh the tribu- 
nal of Him, no longer the Infant in the manger 
at Bethlehem, but that Son of God, exalted on 
His Throne, Who is alfo (bleffed be His Name !) 
the Son of Man, having power on earth to for- 
give fins. Tuefiiay, the day of the Epiphany, 
invites you to open your whole fouls to receive 
the fuller and fuller manifeftation of Him Who 
has promifed, " Bleffed are the pure in heart, for 
they fhall fee God." Wednefday, oh, how fadly 
it reminds us that we too have betrayed the fame 
dear Lord, and yet, notwithftanding all, He for- 
gives ftill. Thurfday tells us, how it is that, by 
humbling ourfelves as He humbled Himfelf, we 
are to afcend as He afcended* Friday, fpeaks of 
the crucifixion of thofe fins that crucified Him, 
and of the fountain opened for fin and for un- 
cleannefs on the Crofs : and Saturday, of the 
happy reft which remaineth, when there ihall be 
no more fins to confefs, no more pardon to re- 
ceive: *'Her warfare is accomplifhed, her ini- 
quity is pardoned." 

Thus, as the days come round, and as, with 
them, each of you draws near to that merciful 
Sacrament, thus, my Sifters, I will not fail to 
pray for each of you : and you muft be earneft 
in prayers for me. 

And now, as I would give each one of you 
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fome efpecial effort to make during the Forty 
Days, fo I would fain find fomething for you in 
common, which in common you may try to 
carry out. And it (hall be this. I told you on 
Sunday that the befl touchftone of a Sifter's ear- 
neftnefs was her recreation and amufement. Try 
now, that in your common room all through this 
Lent, not one fingle fentence fhall be fpoken 
which is unworthy of a Bride of Christ. Try 
and fee, even when in the midft of recreation and 
relaxation, how perfedl can be the fpirit of holi- 
nefs, which, as it were^ hallows everything. Do 
not mifunderftand me. There is nothing I fhould 
dread more than that unreal, melancholy way of 
going on which one fometimes fees among thofe 
who are in earneft in ferving God : as if it were 
impoflible to be holy without ceafmg to be na- 
tural, as if to be earneft in felf-devotion was 
necefTarily to become difmal. On the con- 
trary, remember that cheerfulnefs, that the capa- 
city of being amufed and amufing, nay more, 
that high fpirits are a great gift of God. But 
there is no oppofition between the two: and 
fome of the greateft Saints that ever exifted, as, 
for example, S. Francis de Sales, and S. Charles 
Borromeo, have been noted for their cheerfulnefs 
and playfulnefs. This, then, is all I would have : 
that your common room may be fuch as that 
would be of Saints, gifted with the fame powers. 
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and the fame chara£bers as thefe : fo very happy 
and cheerful, and yet fo very holy. Again I fay, 
do not mifunderftand me, dear Sifters. I afk 
you to try after this grace, not becaufe I think 
that you have efpecially failed in it in time paft : 
but becaufe I know it is fo eaiily failed in, and fo 
very difficult to praftife. I feel for myfelf, how 
infinitely eafier it is to keep near to God in 
prayer or in ftudy, than in relaxation ; and what 
i wifli truly for myfelf, that I wifli you alfo to 
endeavour after for your parts. 

And one thing more. Remember that in 
every outward a£b of felf-denial, in fafting, in 
undergoing any fort of hardnefs, it is not fo much 
the thing itfelf, as the fpirit that aduates it. 
There may be, there often is, greater felf-denial 
in giving up a particular practice, than in carry- 
ing it on, however much in itfelf it may tend to 
mortify the body. In this, and in everything 
elfe, God be with you, and blefs you, my own 
dear Sifters, in the coming feafon ! He give you 
grace fo to afk that you may receive ; fo to feek 
that you may find ; fo to knock that it may be 
opened ! fo to mourn now, that hereafter you 
may be comforted with His own confolation ! fo 
to enter into this Valley of humiliation that here- 
after you may receive beauty for afhes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, the garments of praife for 
the raiment of heavinefs ! fo to pafs through 
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the Forty Days of this wildernefs, that you may 
fafely, happily, reach at Eafter, the true moun- 
tain — that mountain where the Feaft of the Paf- 
chal Lamb fhall be made, — that mountain where 
death is fwallowed up of vidlory ! 
And now, &c. 



SERMON XLL 

THE DESERT SHALL REJOICE AND BLOSSOM AS 

THE ROSE. 

*' Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the 
wildernefs, and fpeak comfortably unto her. And I will give 
her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a 
door of hope : and (he ihall fing there, as in the days of her 
youth, and as in the day when /he came up out of the land of 
Egypt.** — Hofea ii. 14, 15. 

Can there be a text that is fitter for the begin- 
ning of the Great Fail than this, telling us, as it 
does, what our Head did in thefe His Forty Days 
of trial, and what He experts us to do in like 
manner, the conditions and the reward, the 
ftrength by which we muft commence this fea- 
fon, and the glorious end of it ? It feems almoft 
impof&ble fometimes not to fancy that certain of 
the Old Teftament texts were written for thefe 
Chriftian Sacraments or times which they fo 
wonderfully fet forth : as for example, that refo- 

^ Preached at S. Margaret*s on Afli-Wednefday, at Sexts, 1857. 
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lution of David's, '* I will receive the Cup of 
Salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord," 
which one can hardly believe not to have been 
originally (aid of that blefled Chalice which was 
firft filled on Mount Calvary. And fo, now, I 
am fure there is no one verfe in the New Tefta- 
ment which fets forth Lent to us fo ftrikingly as 
Hofea does here. 

And now we have entered upon it: I have 
tried to lead your thoughts to it, I have tried to 
prepare you for it, and here it is. Like Advent, it 
finds us all together, as then for the firft time. Like 
Advent, it fays, and it will fay during its whole 
courfe to us, '' What do ye more than others ?" 
Like the children of Ifrael, we are about to go 
down into this fea, where the deep of our fin 
cries to the deep of God's mercy : and we fliall 
find that its waters, be they never fo diftaftefiil 
to us by nature, will neverthelefs be a wall to us 
on our right hand and on our left, our beft and 
furefl fafeguard againft our fpiritual enemies. 

*' I will allure her." And that fhows that we 
need perfuafion to enter on this long feafon of 
felf-denial. But if it be, " / will allure her," 
that alters the cafe. I, Who have paiTed through 
this very feafon Myfelf : I, Who was with the 
wild beafts in the defert : I, Who befoi"e My 
public life of felf-denial, when I fhowed My love 
by eating and drinking with Publicans and Sin- 
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ners, was yet led by the Spirit into the wil- 
dernefs, there to hunger and thirft and to be 
tempted. And is not that allurement, is not that 
perfuafion fufficient for all that love Him ? Does 
the fervant wi(h to be above his Mafter, above 
all his fellow-fervants ? We could not defire, 
dear Sifters, to fee the whole Church of God at 
this time, fo to fpeak, under arms, going out to 
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord 
againft the mighty, and ourfelves to fit idle. We 
could not bear to know that from one end of 
Europe to the other, the Priefts, the Minifters of 
the Lord, are weeping between the porch and 
the altar, that many and many a faithful foul has 
pledged herfelf this Lent to firefh earneftnefs, to 
greater faith, to fuller love, has pledged herfelf — 
ay, and will keep the pledge — and we to be Ihut 
out of the aflembly, and to have no part or lot in 
the matter ? There is no more encouraging, 
there is no more bracing thought than this, to 
think of the tens of thoufands, the great multi- 
tude that no man can number, who are follow- 
ing their Head and ours into this feafon \ to fee, 
with the eye of faith, our Ifrael abiding in their 
tents according to their tribes in this wildernefs, 
and to know how that people indeed dwells alon^ 
at this time, and is not reckoned among the 
nations. 
" I will allure her, and bring her into the wil- 
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dernefs." Literally fo, in the firft place : for, as 
with our Lord wc muft go to Mount Calvary 
and to every other fcene of His Paffion, fo with 
our Lord alfo we muft now go into that wilder- 
nefs where, in one fenfe. He began His earthly 
work. The Paradife of pleafure for the Firft 
Adam, the Wildernefs for the Second : but that 
Paradife foon clofed againft all the human race, 
and the flaming fword that turned every way fet 
before it to keep the way of the Tree of Life : 
but that wildernefs indeed, according to the Pro- 
phet's faying, rejoicing and bloflbming. For no- 
tice how remarkably that prophecy of Ifaiah is 
fulfilled : *' The wildernefs and the folitary place 
fhall be glad for them :" for whom, except our 
dear Lord Himfelf, and the multitude of His 
&ithful followers ? *' And the defert fliall rejoice 
and bloflbm as the rofe : they fliall fee the glory 
of the Lord, and the excellency of our God :'* 
fo it did, when He for the firft time, as Man, 
and openly, overthrew Satan in that fame wilder- 
nefs, when in the ftones that He would not make 
into bread, when in all the kingdoms of the 
world, which He rejected, when in that height 
of the Temple, whence He would not throw 
Himfelf down. He trampled upon the luft of the 
flefli, the luft of the eyes, and the pride of life. 

And now the purpofe. " I will bring her into 
the wildernefs, and will fpeak comfortably unto 
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her." Ah ! it was not to be fpoken comfortably 
to, that He was Himfelf brought there : it was 
to liften to thofe words of outward good will 
indeed, but of inward malice and wickednefs. 
'* The words of his mouth were fofter than 
butter, having war in his heart : his words were 
fmoother than oil, and yet were they very 
fwords." Here, as in fo many other cafes, our 
Head took the bitternefs, that we might have the 
fweetnefs : had the forrow, that it might be turned 
for us into joy : drank the bitter cup to the dregs, 
that for us the good wine might be kept until 
now* He was tempted in the wildernefs, we are 
to be comforted there : He was with the wild 
beafts, we are to be with the Son of God : An- 
gels miniftered to Him, the Lord of Angels 
vouchfafes to minifter unto us, to be among us 
as one that ferveth. '^ I will fpeak comfortably 
unto her." And that, I truft. He will indeed do 
to each of you this Lent. Not only when we 
are comforted at the end by the confolation of 
His Refurredlion : but that He may go with you, 
as He did with thofe two Difciples in the way : 
that He may comfort you abundantly here, in 
this Oratory, when He makes Himfelf known to 
you in the breaking of bread, when you kneel 
before His veiled Prefence in the BlefTed Sacra- 
ment ; whenever you try to pour out your hearts 
before Him, and to draw near with the conii«> 
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dence and the boldnefs of His dear children. 
"As one," He fays Himfelf, "whom his mother 
comforteth, fo will I comfort you." And who 
can tell what that is, when God Himfelf com- 
forts ? It is much to have tears wiped away 
from any eyes : it is glorious to have them wiped 
away from all eyes : but, when I read that God 
fhall wipe them from all eyes, that is indeed the 
perfedtion of confolation and blefTednefs. 

Then follows that remarkable prophecy : " I 
will give her her vineyards from thence." And 
what are the vineyards, but every grace, every 
bleffing, every privilege, which comes to us from 
the true Vine ; from His Blood, once offered 
as an atonement for us, again and again given to 
be our fpiritual food and fuflenance? Well it 
may be put in the plural, well this One True 
Vine may be called not only a vineyard, but vine- 
yards ; well may that Flefh and Blood be ex- 
preffed in fuch language, which are multiplied, 
according to the infinite needs of the Church, 
which are received and not confumed, which are 
fhared and not divided : which are at the fame 
time at the Right Hand of God, and with us : 
which have fed you and flrengthened you, dear 
Siflers,this morning, and have this morning been 
the Viaticum of fo many dying fervants of God, 
who began their Lent indeed in this world, but 
on its very firfl day found it turned for them into 
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the Eafter of Paradife : which have nerved fo 
many miffionaries in far diftant countries for re- 
doubled exertions : which have kindled fo many 
religious houfes into firefh fervour : the offering 
of which, from ten thoufand altars, has this morn- 
ing gone up as a fweet favour to God, the firft- 
fruits of the Church's new Lent, the pledge of 
her faith that the Bridegroom will not always be 
abfent, the feal of her reibludon, however many 
or however few Lents remain before her warfare 
is accomplifhed, whether in fail or feflival, whe- 
ther in afflidlion or joy, to fet forth the Lord's 
Death till He come again. 

Something of this you know : fomething of 
this you have learnt even here : fomething, but 
very, very little, dear Sifters, you realife what 
thofe vineyards are. You know that you expedt 
to be more earneft when the Lamb flain from 
the foundation of the world is offered up before 
your eyes : you know that it is a more than or- 
dinary difappointment to you if you kneel in His 
Prefence, and ftill feel cold and dead. But notice 
this alfo, " I will give her her vineyards thence." 
And firft, '' her vineyards." The graces, which, 
by My Promife, belong to her, and to all thofe that 
are Mine : which more fpecially belong to thofe 
that are more fpecially Mine* And, '^ her vine- 
yards thence J^ That is, from times of tribulation 
and felf-denial beyond all other times \ from the 
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wildernefs of temptation and trouble ; and furely 
from this Lent, when the Lord Himfelf was 
tempted, that He might be able alfo to fuccour 
them that are tempted. 

Yes, and not only from temptation and felf- 
denial, but actually from the remembrance of 
paft fin, this comfort, thefe graces may come, 
for fo the Prophet continues, "The valley of 
Achor for a door of hope." The valley of 
Achor, that place where Achan, he and all his 
^mily and all that he had, were ftoned, becaufe 
he had taken of the accurfed thing at Jericho : 
the place therefore ftamped with the perpetual 
memory of fin, puniihment, agony, death : this 
{hall now be the door of hope. And fo it is that 
the remembrance of paft falls may and ought to 
help us i the feeling that He Who did not for- 
fake us, when in times paft we forfook Him, will 
not give us up now, becaufe it is not His wont 
to leave His work imperfeft : the feeling that we 
may ftill put our confidence in love fo ftrong ; 
the Apoftle's truft, " The Lord fhall deliver me 
from every evil work," as He has already from 
fo many, " and will preferve me to His everlaft- 
ing kingdom." And then, in another fenfe ftill, 
the words apply to Lent. If the general courfe 
of thefe Forty Days is the wildernefs, then the 
valley of Achor, the valley of diftrefs and an- 
guifh, is that Holy Week which is the gloomieft 

c c 
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and faddeft time of the whole Faft. Yet that is 
our true door of Hope: that fpeaks of death 
deftroyed by death, of pain borne that everlafting 
joy might be the refulc, of thorns worn on the 
Head of the King that the heads of the people 
might be enriched with rays of light. Hope, 
fuch as nothing but that could give — a door 
of Hope, fuch as all the powers of earth and 
hell cannot clofe, an open door and no man can 
(hut it. 

It follows, '^ And (he fhall fing there, as in the 
days of her youth, and as in the day when (he 
came up out of the land of Egypt." What is 
this, but the fruits of Penitence as compared to 
the original grace of Baptifm ? Out of Egypt 
we can come but once, — the waters of the Red 
Sea can be divided for us but once, and fo give a 
way for the Redeemed of the Lord to pafs over. 
But every day the waters of the fmitten Rock, 
the Fountain opened for (In and for uncleannefs, 
may follow us in the wildernefs : every day Peni- 
tence may avail, — but moft of all in thefe days, 
when the ordinary gifts of grace are multiplied, 
when the Lord waits to be gracious. See now 
how beautifully that Prophecy of Ezekiel is ful- 
filled : — " Thefe waters," the waters of repent- 
ance, " (hall go down into the defert j" what is 
that but the fame thing over again, ^' I will bring 
her into the wildernefs ?" " and go into the fea i" 
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that is, {hall have their end and the ifTue in 
the full fea of God's infinite Love, (hall be bx\[* 
fied with nothing ihort of that, can be fwallowed 
up in nothing lefs than that : it continues, 
^' which being brought forth into the iea, the 
waters fhall be healed.'' What 1 the waters 
that are the fource of cleanfing, need healing, 
need cleanfing themfelves ? Surely, our mifer- 
able repentance does indeed need repenting of: 
our Lents need fading for, and fo it muft be till 
the end. But when repentance has done its 
work, when the days of our pilgrimage are ac- 
compli(hed, when thefe rivers fall into the fea, 
when forrow fhall be fwallowed up of love, that 
fbrrow itfelf will be cleanfed, the fin and the im- 
perfect repentance both lofl in the perfed): and 
completed mercy. 

Now then, my dear Sifters, we have been led 
into the wildernefs : and we fland in need of thofe 
words wherewith Hofea tells us that he was an- 
fwered, good words and comfortable words. In 
the original it is, " I will bring her into the wil- 
dernefs, and fpeak to her heart." There is the 
fum of the whole, and that God only can do. I, 
or any other Priefl can fpeak to your ears : it 
needs the Great High Priefl to fpeak to your 
hearts. Go to Him then, dear Sifters : fhow 
Him thofe hearts with all their weaknefs, their 
infirmity of purpofe, all their corruption : offer 
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them to Him, and He will not refiife the gift. 
Now is the time to offer Him the myrrh of 
repentance ; it will prepare you for the gold 
of good works, and the firankincenfe of praife. 
And I pray that He may accept you and your of- 
ferings, for His own merit's fake : to Whom, &c. 



SERMON XLIL* 

ARMOUR OF PROOF. 

** Out of Him came forth the corner, out of Him the nail, out 
of Him the battle bow, out of Him every oppreflbr together.*'^- 
Zech. z. 4* 

Still, dear Sifters, in that Him we muft fee our 
Lord. Where, in Holy Scripture, can we look 
for Him, that we fhall not find Him ? What is 
the charafter, the type, the prophecy, which, in 
fome way or other, will not give Him to us ? 
And fo, rely upon it, ftrange as thefe words feem, 
that He and no other is manifefted to us by 
them. In and by all thefe things He is fet forth 
in His gifts to us ; let us try to fee His love in 
them, — let us try to difcover our own in them. 
Unlikely do they feem for that end ? It may be 
fo ; but let us go a little deeper than the outfide 
glance, and fee what lies concealed under that. 

1 Preached in Lent 
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" Out of Him came the corner." And we 
think direftly of that temple, of which He is to 
be the Corner-ftone, that temple, in the firft 
place, builded on high, with all the pure and pre- 
cious fouls who, having been poliihed and made 
meet for it in this world, have now been built 
together for His habitation there. That is one 
fenfe. But rather^ let us take it, my Sifters, of 
that temple which in each faithful heart is to be 
formed, that He may dwell there for ever. Oh ! 
how much does the building of flich an habitation 
for Him coft us 1 How our paffions and feelings 
and wiibes and hopes, have to be p<diflied, have 
to be filed down, have to lofe all their earthlinefs, 
all their worldlineis, to be fitted, at whatever 
coft, for their places, to be dedicated, through 
whatever pain, to His fervice ! You know fome- 
thing about this in your own hearts. You know 
how hard a thing it is, piece by piece, bit by bit, 
to prepare yourfelves for Him. It is the whole 
work of your lives : this, to be given up, becaufe 
it is not according to His Will; that, to be 
achieved, becaufe to fail in it would be to fail in 
receiving Him. A Sifter's Temple is, of all, the 
longeft and moft painful to ere£l. But take 
courage, neverthelefs. Sometimes more, fome- 
times lefs, yet each day you are trying to carry 
on this work : a work, if fo painful, at leaft alfb 
fo glorious. Remember the old hymn : 
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*' Many a blow and biting icalptnrcy 

Poliihcd well thofe ftonet eka, 
In their places now compared, 

By the Heavenly Archite^ ; 
Who therewith hath will'd for ever, 

That Hit Palace Ihould be decked/* 

Thofe blows and biting fculptures of temptation 
and felf-denial, oh how hard they feem for the 
time to bear \ But they muft be. No other 
way for Him to come to you : no other way to 
make yourfelves worthy of His Advent F 

" Out of Him the nail." And that is a lovely 
type which the wife man ufes, " the nail in the 
King's Palace." The nail, fo coarfc, fo mean, 
fo worthless in itfelf : and yet holding together 
that manfion which the King has conftru<5ted 
for Himfelf. The nail, dear Sifters, is every 
little opportunity of doing good, which we are fo 
apt to pafs by, but which, when ufed, adds to the 
ftrength and firmnefs of the palace. It fhows 
you what I have often told you before, that to 
you nothing is little. Every fingle word you 
fpeak (if it be true of every one, it is more true 
of you) may have marvellous confeq ucnces. Only 
remember, all is from Him : " Out of Him came 
the nail." What is there that you could not do, 
if the will and the power are His ? What little 
duty can be called litde, if it helps to prepare an 
houfe for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty 
God of Jacob? 



\ 
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Yes: what a work is that, every ftroke of 
which is done for eternity ! Every converfation 
you have with each other, every houfehold ar- 
rangement, every taflc, however trivial, which you 
fet about, fits you, or unfits you, for the Heavenly 
Bridegroom. Only keep this in your heart of 
hearts, and you cannot but let your work be in 
earnefl. His glory at flake \ His love for you 
to be fatisfied or difappointed ; your love for Him 
to be perfe£):ed, or to flide backward. Out of 
Him the power, out of Him the love, out of Him 
the will, out of Him everything which can tend 
to make us more His ! 

*' Out of Him the battle bow." And becaufe 
it is fo, dear Sifters, therefore, and therefore only, 
we venture to go down into the confliift with our 
enemies. What does He not do for you, rather 
than that you fhould fail ! Your armour, He 
puts it on you ; your weapons are His forging : 
all, weapons and armour, they are His proof. 
He tried them in the field of battle on Mount 
Calvary, and they were true to the end. See, 
my Sifters, how over and over again, you have 
need of patience ; you do not need me to tell you 
fo, you do not need S. Paul to tell you fo. For 
though that dear Lord hath left that moft fweet 
bequefl, *' Peace I leave you. My Peace I give 
unto you," yet not the lefs He bequeathed you 
His armour, by which and by which only that 
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Peace is to be attained. S. Peter tells you fo, 
** Forafmuch then as Christ hath fuffered for 
us in the flefh, arm yourfelves likewife with the 
iame mind." Think of that patience which en- 
dured the Crofs, and how ought it not to fhield 
you, from thinking your own crofs heavy, from 
giving way one moment to the wifh to leave oiF 
your fpecial work, from the defire that you might 
turn away from the battle before evening. He 
left you His Hope, that armour without which 
all other is ufelefs, — that grace which takes hold 
of and clings to as your own thofe blefTed things 
which Faith tells you are God's. 

And it is well faid^ " The battle bow." For 
there is, you know, a bow of Peace. There is 
a bow which S. John in vilion faw round the 
Throne, in fight like unto an emerald. O, my 
Sifters ! fmall matter what ranks of enemies we 
fee drawn up before us now, fmall matter what 
their fleight and malice, fo He that gives us the 
earthly bow of conflift give us that Heavenly 
rainbow of perfeft felicity. Only, dear Sifters, 
no ufe in armour, unlefs you fight : '* The Lord 
his God is with him," faid Balaam of Ifrael, 
'* and the fhout of a king is among them." 

But what is this that follows ? and may we 
ftill fay it of the Prince of Peace ? " Out of 
Him came every oppreflbr together." Yes : in- 
deed we may. Not our opprefTors, but thofe 
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helps, thofe affiftances, which beat down and 
opprefs our enemies; "They fliall take them 
captives whofe captives they were, and they fliall 
rule over their oppreflbrs," fays the Prophet. 
Who but He could fend fuch aids ; and if any 
could, from Whom but from Him could we bear 
to receive them ? Oh ! what a marvellous ftore- 
houfe of grace muft that be, which has fo liberally 
ilipplied all your wants, which day by day not 
only fupplies them, but anticipates them I Look 
back, only to the time when I left you laft night, 
and fee in how many ways, and for how many 
reafons you muft have needed and muft have 
aiked for that grace. Some one of you, through 
the infirmity of her nature, — was flie apt to be 
weary in her own prayers after Matins, — and did 
ihe fend up one hearty cry to her Lord for aid ? 
and did He fend her help from the SanAuary, 
and ftrengthen her out of Sion ? Some one of 
you, after going to that which fliould be the 
£uiAuary of her own room, — was flie tempted 
to vain and trifling thoughts, thoughts unworthy 
of a Chriftian at the laft hour of her day, more 
unworthy of a Sifter, moft unworthy of a Sifter 
at the conclufion of a Saturday, and that more 
especially of a Saturday in Lent — and then did 
flie fend up the earneft petition, ^* Oh deliver not 
the (bul of Thy turtle dove unto the multitude 
of the enemies ?" This morning, was any one 
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of you tempted to omit all prayer before you 
came into this little Oratory, and did ihe then 
remind Him, Who fpent fo many weary nights 
in prayer for her, on the cold mountain, or by 
the fea fhore, that He, according to His Man- 
hood muft have thus been tempted, and, by that 
temptation, pray Him to help her now ? Even 
fince we have begun this very fervice has any of 
you been aflaulted by that everprefent enemy, 
who would beguile her thoughts from His fervice 
Whom ihe defires to ferve with all her heart and 
foul, and from hence has the ejaculation for help 
gone up, and the fpeedy anfwer of mercy come 
down ? Is it not fo then, that in a thoufand differ- 

* _ 

cnt ways, daily and hourly, is that trcafury of Di- 
vine Grace befieged by fupplicants ? and when 
was it ever found to fail ? 

It never has feiled \ it never (hall fail : God 
only give us grace not to &il in afking, and we 
(hall never fail in receiving. 

And now, &c. 



SERMON XLIII.* 

THE FIRE AND THE WOOD. 

** Behold the fire and the wood : but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering ? And Abraham faid, My ion, God will provide 
Hlmfelf a lamb for a burnt offering : Co they went both of them 
together.** — Gen. xxii. 7. 

"Behold the Fire and the Wood!" It is a 
Lent proclamation. Behold the Love of God, 
that Fire which muft kindle the fire of human 
love throughout the world: behold the Wood 
of the Crofs, that Wood which muft give vir- 
tue to every effort, and fanftity to every pain ! 
It is this call, dear Sifters, this, and none other, 
which, fince God firft gave us an intereft in each 
other, I have made here. I think I may fay that 
barring human infirmity, " I have defired to know 
nothing among you but Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified." It may be — it muft be — fometimes, 
that we have to behold ourfelves, the corruption 

^ Preached at S. Margaret*!, in the eyening of the Firft Sunday 
in Lent| 1858. 
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of our hearts, our (hort-comings, our wrong- 
goings. Together, my Sifters, we have fometimes 
to look into your hearts : fo it muft be, that we 
may be made meet to prepare ourfelves to look 
at the fight of all fights, that offered to you in the 
text ! 

O, marvellous and holy fire of Love ! What 
muft be the fource and fountain of it in Heaven, 
when the ftreams and rills of it are fo bleflTed on 
earth ! The Eternal Love which, long before the 
difeafe, found out the remedy, long ere the de- 
feat, devifed the triumph ! The potent Love, 
which bears with us fo conftantly, fo gently, fo 
unremittingly: doing all things, enduring all 
things, that we may not be loft to it ! If I look 
back to the beginning of this one day, my Sifters, 
how much do I fee in myfelf where the forbear- 
ance of that Love has been tefted ! I rofe, as 
we all (I am fure) rofe, with the determination 
that this Sunday fhould be a true Firft Sunday 
in Lent, that there fhould be no wafted time, 
no foolifli, wandering thoughts, no unguarded 
word, no negligence, in prayer, here, or at home. 
And what do I fee, when I look backward, in- 
ftead of looking forward ? Truly I fee enough 
to make me feel, that it is of the Lord's mercy 
that that fire of Love has not for me been turned 
into a fire of anger, inftead of ftill bearing with 
me, ftill helping me, ftill allowing me to fpeak to 
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you of that moft dear and precious Lord Whofe 
too unprofitable fervant I have been. Not, I 
truft and pray, in the fame degree, but in fome 
degree, the cafe has been the fame with each of 
you ; and it may well fadden us all, the back- 
ward profpe£l of this Sabbath day's journey 
through the wildernefs. Is it always to be thus, 
my Siflers ? refolving and filing, failing and re- 
folving ? fuch miferable fparks of love, compared 
with, and in return for, that infinite ocean of the 
fire of Love which the Lord's is \ 

"Behold the wood." Behold the Tree of 
Life in the midfl of the Garden I Behold the 
crofTed hands of Jacob over ManafTeh and £ph- 
raim ! Behold the rod of Mofes dividing the 
waters of the Red Sea ! Behold the arms of 
Mofes flretched forth in the mount againfl Ama- 
lek ! Behold the ferpent of brafs, fole cure 
againfl the bites of the fiery ferpents ! Behold 
the fpear of Jofhua, never drawn back when once 
flretched out, till the armies of the five kings 
had been fmitten with full deflrudion ! Behold 
the widow gathering of two flicks, when falva- 
tion came to her and to her houfe ! Behold the 
fide pofls and crofs lintel of the door, fprinkled 
with the Blood of the Pafchal Lamb 1 Behold 
thefe, and then turn with love, ay, and with 
reverence, to the invifible Crofs which you are 
pledged to take up daily : fee in that the reflec- 
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tion of the Tree from which the Lord reigned : 
fee in that the journey along the Via Dolorofa : 
fee in that the Crofs which ftands out againft the 
dark fky on the height of Golgotha, balance of 
the fins of the world againft the Love of Goo, 
place of betrothal betwixt the Lord and every 
faithful foul ! i^nd then look at your own black 
CrofTes, bridal tokens from the Bridegroom of 
the Virgins \ fee in them filent monitors to you 
as often as you flirink from any a£t of felf-denial, 
fee in them quiet exhortations to you to fight the 
fight bravely, to endure the burden and heat of 
the day unfhrinkingly. Dear and faithful com- 
panions of every unguarded hour, of every folitary 
moment, almoft unconfcioufly worn by you, al- 
moft unconfcioufly noticed by others ! May the 
Lord of the Crofs hear their filent pleading, fend 
you help from the Sanduary to follow Him, 
ftrengthen you out of Sion to fufFer with Him 1 

*' But where is the Lamb for a burnt offering ?" 
I look round me here ; and I have not to wait 
for the anfwer. Can there be a fitter character 
for a Sifter, can there be a truer deicription of a 
Sifter's life ? '' Where is the Lamb for a burnt 
offering ?" Thou requireft thefe lambs, O True 
Ifaac of our fouls, and they give themfelves to 
Thee. Take them, for they are Thine. Ule 
them as Thou wilt, they will not draw back. 
Call them whither Thou wilt, they will follow. 
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True : Thou requireft a Lamb without fpot and 
blemifh : and they have been fadly, fadly defiled. 
They fliould prefeht themfelves before Thee in 
fnow-white purity : but they have fufFered their 
enemy and Thine to pollute them ; and perfeft 
innocence they cannot plead. But this they can 
plead — love. They cling to Thee with all their 
heart and foul, and Thou knoweft it. They love 
Thee, — as the general bent and habit of their 
fouls, — more than the life itfelf. They have 
gone down to the fountain opened for fin and for 
uncleannefs, and there they have bathed. Re- 
ceive them, then, if not in original purity, at leaft 
in reftored innocence. Acknowledge a fheep of 
Thine own flock, a lamb of Thine own fold, a 
Bride of Thine own redeeming. And while 
they are ftill exiles from the green paftures of 
Paradife, while as yet they cannot approach the 
ftill waters of the River of Life, give me grace 
to lead them to frefli paftures in this world, to 
fliield them as far as I may, and at my own coft, 
if fo it may j^e, from the lion that goeth about 
feeking whom he may devour, to call them back 
if I fee them ftraying, to comfort them when I 
behold them faint. Make me a truer Shepherd 
to them, till Thou, the true Shepherd, flialt 
take them out of my hands, to be Thy very own 
for ever ! 

'* For a burnt oflFering." Now, my dear Sif- 
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ters, we have lately ftudied the Mofaic Law to- 
gether to very little purpofe, if we have not learnt 
that a burnt ofFering differed from other offerings 
chiefly in this ; that, while in other facrifices part 
belonged to the worfhipper, and part only was 
given to God, in this, the whole, without any 
drawback or exception, was devoted to Him. 
And is it not fo with you ? You know that 
every power, faculty, talent, you poffefs, is now, 
by right, His. But oh, what a bleffed thought ! 
(and I believe it in my heart to be a true one) 
that you would not wifh this to be otherwife ! 
Look into your own hearts, dear Sifters, and fee 
fuppofmg it were poffible, would you wifh to 
keep any one thing back from that dear Lord ? 
See whether you are like the young man in the 
Gofpel : " Lord, I will follow Thee : but fuflfer 
me firfl to " — whatever it may be that, firfl of 
all earthly things, you would wifh to do. No : 
it is not fo. I think I may anfwer for you in 
this. I think I may refl affured that, as you 
would give yourfelves wholly and generally, fo you 
would not withdraw, if it lay in your power, one 
poor moment of the day from that bleffed fervice. 
" Where is the Lamb for a burnt offering ?" 
Yet we mafl look away from ourfelves before we 
pafs on, and let the Good Friday now beginning 
to approach, anfwer the queflion for us. O dear 
and fpotlefs Lamb, then ready to be offered up 

d d 
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as a burnt offering, but not lefs ready, on the 
fame night in which He was betrayed, to give 
His Flefli to be the meat, His Blood to be the 
drink of His people ! If beforehand we had 
been told, if Abraham or David, or Ifaiah, the 
Fifth Evangelift, had been taught even more 
clearly than they were, that the Co-eternal Soi-r 
of God would die for the fins of men \ could 
they, think you, in the warmeft afpiration of their 
hearts have looked beyond this ? I think not. 
Do you imagine that, when holy David faid, " I 
will receive the Cup of Salvation," he had the 
fainteft idea, the remoteft twilight gleaming of 
foreknowledge, what that Cup was to contain ? 
Death for the beloved ones would not fatisfy the 
thirft of our Lord's Love ; and therefore the 
tranfcendent miracle of goodnefs : '* Take, eat : 
This is My Body." 

*' My fon, God will provide Himfelf a Lamb." 
Oh, marvellous thought, that of each of you, 
when you were yet lying in the cradle, the Lord 
faid, " She fhall be Mine." That He already 
determined that thofe hands, then moving in their 
baby-like way of feeling, grafping half uncon- 
fcioufly every obje£l: they touched, fhould be 
dedicated to His hard, but dear work : the mouth, 
then unable to form an articulate found, fhould 
be charged with the meiTage of His love : the 
feet, then unable to bear your own weight. 
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fhould be fent on the glad tidings of comfort and 
falvation ! that the poor little weak helplefs infant 
fhould in procefs of time become the Sifter of 
Mercy ! Marvellous that He fhould have (aid ; 
Here I will direft her courfe towards My fervice, 
there I will cut her off from the opportunity of 
forfaking it, this and that event fhall all work to- 
gether for My purpofe; then, and then, fhe 
fball think fhe is going her own way, but fhe 
fhall indeed be taking Mine ; thus My Arm 
fhall guard her, thus My Wifdom fhall guide her, 
till fhe fhall know, fhall profefs, fhall delight that 
fhe is Mine only ! 

And in thofe years of your childhood, dear Sif- 
ters, more marvellous ftill that God fhould have 
looked on me, thirfting as I then was, with all 
my ftrength and foul after earthly honours, look- 
ing (from you, of whom I know everything, I 
do not wifh to hide the way which God has led 
me) looking to the Priefthood indeed, but look- 
ing to it as a means whereby to obtain power and 
reputation in this world, giving every hour and 
minute to the acquirement of knowledge, here- 
after to be ufed to my own honour and glory ; 
happy, entirely happy, in that miferable fiiture, 
and rejoicing in every prize or honour I gained 
as one little ftepping ftone to earthly fame ; more 
marvellous ftill, I fay, that He fhould have led 
me to try at leaft — it is but tried — to fay with 
S, Paul : " What things were gain to me, thofe 
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I counted lofs for Christ. Yea doubtlefs, and 
I count all things but lofs for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord !" 
But fo it is : and now we have only to pray that 
He Who has begun a good work in us, in me, 
as well as in you, may perform it unto the day 
9f Jesus Christ. 

*' God will provide Himfelf a Lamb." Thus 
far He prepared you by His Providence : fince 
that, by His Grace. The Lamb for the burnt 
offering here He is preparing every day, and 
every hour in the day. By every trivial circum- 
flance, He is making you ready for Himfelf, by 
every opportunity He gives you, by every diffi- 
culty He allows you to meet. If it were necef^ 
fary to give you the will to be His, it is no lefs 
necefTary that day by day, and hour by hour, He 
fhould form you to His likenefs : " Except the 
Lord build the houfe, their labour is but lofl 
that build it." 

** So they went both of them together." I 
know that it is faid of Abraham and Ifaac : yet I 
cannot but withdraw my thoughts from them, 
and think of other two, the two of whom I have 
fo often fpoken to you, who mufl: indeed go on to- 
gether, if you would obtain the Crown for which 
you are all feeking. Dear Sifters, think what it is 
for you to go on together with the Bridegroom of 
fouls ? Think what intimacy of love, think what 
entirenefs of knowledge, think what fulnefs of 
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reciprocal afFe£lion that fhows ! It is beautifully 
faid, and the very beauty of the words tells you 
of your duties and your privileges. ** They two," 
putting you, in fome fort, on a level with the 
Eternal Son of God. And fo indeed it does : for 
He is not afliamed to call us brethren : for in all 
our affiidion He is affli£led : for His prayer was 
that you might be one with Him, as He and the 
Father are One. And then, " went together." 
That is a dear word ** together :" implying an 
union of intereft, an union of determination to 
defend or to attack. To work together with any 
of you, that, my Sifters, is my great, is my chief 
wifh as regards us in common. But what, when 
it is no mortal prieft, but the High Prieft made 
fo for ever after the order of Melchifedech That 
thus would have you bound to Him ? And no- 
tice alfo : that in this their going together, it was 
uphill work. They were afcending Mount Mo- 
riah. But oh, how well you know that it is a 
fteeper mountain than Moriah which you hav^ 
to afcend with that dear Lord ! And yet it is 
but the type of that eternal mountain to which 
you are hereafter invited to go up : the mountain 
of the Lord of Hofts, where all tears will be 
wiped away : and where the Eternal Marriage 
Supper will be made. 

^^ Behold the fire and the wood." It is our 
call at all times, but how much more than any 
other time during this Lent ! My Sifters, let us 
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now at leaft raife ourfelves above the difficulties 
and trials of this world : let us tiy to fee by &ith 
that blefTed place where God has already ac- 
cepted the offering of one Lamb from hence, and 
has received her into the happy paftures of Para- 
dife. Happieft of us, becaufe firft: happieft, 
becaufe, whofefoever turn comes next, (he, dear 
child, will be as it were our natural guide into the 
(to us) unknown country. God did provide her : 
He brought her out of great tribulation to join us 
here : and He brought her out of great tribula- 
tion even here to join the blefled flock that feeds 
on the everlafting hills of Paradife. Of each of 
you, my Sifters, He will have like need in time : 
of each of you He defires now to perfeft their 
Faith, to build up their Hope, to complete their 
Love. And then fhall the end be. Yes : in 
time the fame loving meflfage will come to call 
you alfo to the fame happy prefence : and my 
one earneft prayer for you then would be that of 
David, that God would " remember all thy oflFer- 
ings, and accept thy burnt facrifice !" 

Wherever, and however. He would have that 
facrifice to be, there, my Sifters, He gives you 
grace to offer it, and He receives it ! And, after 
all, for the facrifice on earth, He grants the 
crown in Heaven : for the pflFering of yourfelves. 
He beftows the fruition of His own felf for ever 
and ever ! 

And now, &c. 



SERMON XLIV.* 

THE GATE OF THE LORD. 

" This it the Gate of the Lord : the righteoui fhall enter into 
it.'' — Pf. cxyiii. 20. 

The longer we live, my Sifters, this, I hope, we 
are learning more and more ; the infinite variety 
of meaning, the length, and breadth, and depth, 
and height of each ikying in iloly Scripture. 
How it adapts itfelf to all circumftances, how it 
equally fuits all generations : how the fame text 
that may fill up, in one fenfe, the meafure of joy 
to overflowing, in another will be the fweetcft 
confolation in the deepeft forrow. Take the 
greateft works of the greateft Saints : " The 
Imitation," for inftance, or S. Bernard's fweeteft 
paflages, or S. Thomas's deepeft thoughts ; and 
this is not true of them : or, rather, is only true 

1 Preached at S. Margaret's, on the Firft Sunday in Lent, Feb. 
18, 1866, and within a few days of the author's being taken with 
his laft illnefi. 
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in a fmall degree. ^' Never man fpake like This 
Man." 

Take, for example, the text you have this 
moment heard. Were we in Holy Week, would 
it not fet forth to us that gate that leads to the 
new tomb of S. Jofeph, where He, the Only 
Begotten, was about to enter, to the end that 
His people might enter into peace, might ^^ reft 
on their beds, each one walking in his upright- 
nefs ?" Were it Eafler Day, I might fliow you 
how that poor wooden door of the poor upper 
chamber would become the Gate of the Lord : 
how He That, in the Majefty of His Divine 
Birth, burft not the bars of Virginity, in the 
Majefty of His newly rifen and now incorrupti- 
ble Nature, entered through the clofed door. 
Righteous indeed, in that His Plight was kept, 
His prophefled Paffion endured. His prophefied 
Refurreftion manifefted ! Or were we in Afcen- 
fion-tide, I fliould like you to look upwards, and 
to fee the everlafting doors unbarred, that the 
righteous might enter into the Gate of the Lord : 
righteous now, not only that He had fully ac- 
compliftied His work on earth, but that He was 
about to begin that of the High Prieft after the 
order of Melchifedech in Heaven. 

But this is not Paffion, nor Eafter, nor Afcen- 
iion-tide. And yet, at the commencement of 
this Lent, I may take thefe words juft as boldly 
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and truly on my lips, " This is the Gate of the 
Lord : the Righteous fhall enter into it." How, 
into that firft Lent, the Righteous entered, no 
need to remind you. I cannot but believe that 
S. Leo was limply condefcending to the ignor- 
ance of fome of his hearers when, as we heard 
laft night, he explained to them What Spirit that 
was by Whom the Lord was led, or, as S. Mark 
fays, driven, into the wildernefs. You will always 
find, my Sifters, that among Saints, thofe whom 
the Church has ever held to be the moft learned, 
are alfo the moft diligent to explain to the ignor- 
ant what to ordinary minds would fcarcely feem 
to need explanation. He to whom God gave, 
probably, the moft wonderful power of intelle£b 
that man ever had, S. Thomas Aquinas, was, in 
his popular iermons, an efpecial favourite with 
the' poor, becaufe he fpoke fo plainly. He took 
nothing for granted, as underftood : and it may 
well make us Priefts afhamed of ourfelves (any- 
how, it does me,) if one has been preaching on 
a plain text to a poor congregation, and tried to 
be as fimple as poffible, and then turn to him on 
the lame paflage, to find how much he, the 
greateft of theologians, explained which one had 
never thought it worth while to explain. 

All this by the way: and yet, by you, my 
Sifters, who have much to do with teaching 
children, it might well be thought about* 
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" This is the Gate of the Lord." The gate, 
firftly, to His work on earth j the gate, through 
that, to His glory, according to His Manhood, 
in Heaven. Now you may look at that gate in 
a twofold point of view. As to His fufFerings ; 
— His hunger, His thirft, the cold, the heat; 
that you might not be fo much furprifed at. 
Nay, even in that moft myfterious exjprefEon, — 
'' and was with the wild beafts," perhaps neither 
there might you be fo much furprifed. And yet, 
we fcarcely realize the fiiU force of that ex- 
preffion. Notice firft, that it occurs in S. Mark 
only. Now, as I have often fhown you, S. 
Mark's, or you might call it S. Peter's, Gofpel, 
is, of the three firft, by far the moft minute and 
detailed ; and to it we muft refer S. Matthew 
and S. Luke when there feems to be a difterence« 
It is not impoffible that, like Daniel, in the lions' 
den, our Lord was expofed to the ferocity of 
wild beafts, that, according to His Human Na- 
ture, He feared them ; for S. Paul tells us, that 
before His PaiSon, He did fear : and that He, Who 
then, looking down the next three centuries, fore- 
faw the thoufands that fhould for His Name's 
fake be rent in pieces by lions, torn up by leo- 
pards, hugged to death by bears, fhould have 
taken upon Himfelf this fear alio, to the end 
that as He had fuffered, being tempted, He 
might be able to fuccour them that were tempted* 
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But all this fufFerIng, perhaps, might not feem 
to His dear Love, fo ftrange that He (hould have 
borne. But, " This is the Gate of the Lord," 
which, opened, introduced Him to three tempta- 
tions ; the three great temptations of the whole 
world. Now, my Sifters, as I have fo often 
faid, no human mind can reconcile thefe two 
Catholic truths : the one, that our dear Lord 
could not have fallen j the other, that He was as 
really and truly tempted as we could be, and 
that, with all the more agony, in that His Human 
Nature was fo infinitely perfed. Well, now : 
could not each of you try to realize this for her- 
felf, the next time flie finds herfelf face to face 
with fome temptation? Ought flie not, the 
more eafily, the more that her own true, better. 
Sifter's felf abhors it the more — ought flie not 
to be able to fay with a good courage, " This is 
the Gate of the Lord." " The Gate of the 
Lord," becaufe He pafTed through it before me ; 
the gate of the Lord, becaufe it gives me the 
opportunity, at leaft, of coming clofer to Him ! 
And mind : there is no choice left in the matter. 
** Immediately the Spirit driveth Him into the 
wildernefs." The fervant is not above his Mafter. 
" This is the Gate of the Lord : the righteous 
Ihall enter into it." 

But now about this Lent. We have, as we 
know, already entered into it But, according to 



